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act as though they thought that although
they might never have been drunk all
their lives, still they must celebrate such
an important event as the performance
of a journey from here to Florence by get-
ting drunk! I was sick when I was there,
but the nights were made hideous and
horrid by that mistaken class of mission-
aries who were sent out with wagons and
teams to bring in the poor. There were
some of them who did not see the nature
of their business, the purity of its char-
acter and its holiness, but they would
give way to recklessness and to acts of
immorality. I allude to it here because
I saw it then as a thing to be corrected,
and it is one that I have no doubt will be
corrected.

There are a great many things con-
nected with the accomplishment and
performance of the duties of this class
of missionaries to which is attached by
some a great degree of importance, while
by others perhaps these things will be
regarded with indifference. Now, I have
long entertained this feeling of attaching
importance to this kind of missionary la-
bor: perhaps I am wrong; but it does not
change the fact that I have entertained
and cherished it as a correct and true
principle, and as such I have taught it
before the Saints, which shows that I feel
interested in the proper management of
our emigration and solicitous that a good
example should be set before the ingath-
ering Saints.

In our going abroad to proclaim the
Gospel, we go to preach its princi-
ples to the people, and there is noth-
ing else that I know of laid upon us
to perform but to preach the Gospel
and proclaim that righteousness to the
people that has been made known in
these last days, that those who be-
lieve may continue from their intro-
duction into the Church and king-
dom of God to travel onward and

upward in the principles of salvation.
Well, then, if this is all that devolves
upon us as missionaries abroad, then we
have nothing else to preach or practice,
or in which to engage ourselves, but the
performance of that duty. And permit me
here to remark, that I am exceedingly
glad to see the change that has been and
is transpiring in regard to the manner in
which our brethren go abroad, and the
kind of treatment extended to those who
are dependent upon them while they are
absent. I believe I can appreciate these
blessings. The appointed missionary has
no excuse, there is now no reason why
his affections should not be entirely de-
voted to the ministry; but there is no rea-
son why his energies should be wasted in
a useless anxiety about things which are
entirely beyond his reach. We might as
well try to change the condition of the
dead as to think of turning all men in
favor of our Gospel, this will never be,
but we expect to make many converts.
In going forth to do our duty in warning
mankind we should not have our minds
troubled and perplexed on account of our
families being destitute of johnny cake at
home, and when we have the assurance
that our families are provided for, then
there is but one labor, but one branch
of business in which may be enlisted ev-
ery feeling of the soul. But if a man has
no cause of trouble, he can engage heart
and soul in the work of the ministry and
think of nothing else but the Work in
which he is engaged. "But," says one,
"I cannot forget my wife and child that
are at home." You are not required to for-
get them. I could always remember my
wife and my child, but did I sorrow over
them and fear that they were starving to
death? No; I did not. Why? One reason
was that they had never starved to death
before when I left them; and I knew


