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observed, to entertain some serious
reflections with regard to these our
brethren, believing in my own mind that
they are too apt, as a general thing, to
dismiss from their feelings, if the sen-
timent was ever entertained by them—
they are too apt, I say, to forget that they
are actually preachers of the Gospel and
ministers of salvation to the people, in
their capacity as teamsters. I fear that
they have thought themselves less hon-
orable than others, because they had not
to go abroad and simply tell the people of
principles by which they might be ben-
efited and saved; and because of their
entertaining this feeling a small degree
of recklessness and carelessness in rela-
tion to their conduct have been allowed
to gain the mastery over them. While
we are acting as a lot of teamsters we do
not arrogate to ourselves the dignity of
being missionaries; we are apt to think
that there is nothing in that kind of busi-
ness that is calculated to ennoble and
enlighten mankind. In the most honor-
able acceptation of the term, we are only
going to drive a team to the States and
back again, and, consequently, there is
little or no responsibility resting upon
us, beyond that which may be placed
upon those who are appointed to regu-
late our actions, to take care of the teams
and to act in the capacity of Captains.
If we do this duty, as we consider it to
be one, in that way that will be con-
sidered well done, and so that it will
be accepted by our brethren, then all is
done that was embraced in the nature
and character of our calling. I want to
say to our brethren who are called to
act in this capacity, that they are in ev-
ery sense of the word ministers of sal-
vation, and as such they should be men
of pure feeling, they should be men hon-
est in bearing forth pure and holy prin-
ciples and men that should honor God
in every feeling of the heart, with every

thought and every action, men who
should be mindful of God and of their re-
lationship to him.

If this feeling could be cherished
within those men, it would save them
continually from recklessness; it would
save them from the commission of many
wrongs, from many evils that are done
by those who are so unfortunate as to
be destitute of the knowledge of the
truth which has been daily imparted to
our brethren. By this means we can-
not only be delivered from sin, but we
shall never suffer the evil consequences,
and we shall know better than to say or
do anything that will cast a darkening
shadow over the otherwise bright fame
of other individuals. I would really love
to see men that would go to drive teams
act as though, to a certain extent, the
responsibility of God's Church and king-
dom devolved upon them; I would like
to see them act as men, as Saints and
servants of God, and I would like to see
them make themselves men of purity,
the examples of the rectitude and propri-
ety of their own conduct, so that their ac-
tions would be altogether commendable
to God and such examples as would be
acceptable to all good men. The man who
simply goes to preach the Gospel is no
more doing the will of Heaven than the
man who drives an ox team for the salva-
tion of his poor brethren. The man who
has horses to drive and carry him along
over the country to aid him in forward-
ing the purposes of Heaven, should feel
that the position is an honorable and re-
sponsible one. No matter what a man's
sphere of action be, if he be devoted to
his calling, his labor will be acceptable.
The man who has no oxen or horses to
drive, but who has to pass over the coun-
try preaching the Gospel, is very fortu-
nate if he can get horses to draw him
along through the district of country in


