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very much from the views held by some
of the popular sects of the day, for
they think that sanctification consists in
shutting the door and securely bolting it
against fulfilling the first commandment
that God gave to our first parents. I will
put my own definition to the term sanc-
tification, and say it consists in overcom-
ing every sin and bringing all into sub-
jection to the law of Christ. God has
placed in us a pure spirit; when this
reigns predominant, without let or hin-
drance, and triumphs over the flesh and
rules and governs and controls as the
Lord controls the heavens and the earth,
this I call the blessing of sanctification.
Will sin be perfectly destroyed? No, it
will not, for it is not so designed in the
economy of Heaven.

All the Lord has called us to do is to
renovate our own hearts, then our fam-
ilies, extending the principles to neigh-
borhoods, to the earth we occupy, and so
continue until we drive the power of Sa-
tan from the earth and Satan to his own
place. That is the work Jesus is engaged
in, and we will be co-workers with him.
Do not suppose that we shall ever in
the flesh be free from temptations to sin.
Some suppose that they can in the flesh
be sanctified body and spirit and become
so pure that they will never again feel
the effects of the power of the adversary
of truth. Were it possible for a person
to attain to this degree of perfection in
the flesh, he could not die neither remain
in a world where sin predominates. Sin
has entered into the world, and death by
sin. I think we shall more or less feel the
effects of sin so long as we live, and fi-
nally have to pass the ordeals of death.
Do not understand that in the flesh we
shall ever overcome the power of sin to
such a degree that we shall never taste
death. I do not look for any such thing,
though what we call death, or laying

down this body, is only the door to a
higher state of life for the faithful. If we
live our religion it will enable us to so
overcome sin that it will not reign in our
mortal bodies but will become subject to
us, and the world and its fulness will
become our servant instead of our mas-
ter. Those who list to obey sin are the
servants of sin. We should never list to
obey that which corrupts, for in so doing
we become servants to corruption. We
should so live as to make the world and
all its natural blessings subservient to
our reasonable wants and holy desires.

The Latter-day Saints are improving,
and I am rejoiced; my heart is filled with
joy on this account. Do they improve in
building? Not as much as they should.
Do they improve by manufacturing the
things they need to wear? Not as much
as they should. Do they improve in ed-
ucating their children? Not as much
as they should. But they improve in
their faith and in their love one to an-
other; they improve in the light of the
holy Gospel. The people are generally
improving in these respects, and we are
glad of it.

Great Salt Lake City is the first es-
tablished city in the mountains, and
we look for more improvement in the
spirit of the people here than in any
other settlement. The Lord expects this
place to advance faster than any other
place among all the settlements of the
Latter-day Saints. Do we know how to
rise in the morning? Do we leave our
couches in the morning with anger in
our hearts? Do we feel disconsolate,
afflicted and oppressed by the Adver-
sary? We can get rid of all this by go-
ing down upon our knees and praying
until we overcome that feeling of dis-
content and misery and become kind to
our companions and offspring, to the in-
mates of our habitation, to our flocks
and herds, to our neighbors and to


