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Parley actually thought the ship was go-
ing down before we got out of the Irish
Channel. The wind drove us away from
our proper course towards the north of
Ireland, and we were really afraid that
the bulwarks would be blown and beaten
off.

Brother Wells has been laying before
you, in much plainness (and you know I
delight in plainness), the practical items
of business which are necessary to be at-
tended to. When a man speaks plainly of
his views and sentiments and the items
of business that he has to lay before this
people, it pleases me. Brother Wells is
the Superintendent of Public Works, and
I can truly say that what he has laid be-
fore the congregation is true. I see these
things of which he has been speaking; I
understand them, and am sorry a great
many times because of the things I see
and hear. I am aware that a great many
of this people do not realize their respon-
sibilities; many of them do not seem to
know that they have anything to do, any
further than to take care of themselves,
and in many instances that is done very
poorly. The people are too careless, and,
consequently, never think that there is
anything for them to do; but it is just
as much the duty of each one of you,
whether Elders or members, to put forth
your hands, to use your means and your
influence for the building up of the king-
dom of God, as it is mine or President
Young's, or any other member there is in
the Church.

In your prayers, you say, "O God
the Eternal Father, bless President
Young, bless his Counselors and the
Twelve Apostles; give them power
to bear off this kingdom in triumph
over all its enemies." This is the na-
ture, if not the precise form of the
prayers that most of you offer up to
our Heavenly Father. But, notwith-
standing this, there are those who act

as if they thought the First Presidency
could do all the work and bear all the re-
sponsibility; but this is not the fact, for
we can all do something towards the ac-
complishment of so great a work. How
far can the Presidency of this Church
bear off this kingdom? Why, they can
only do that which devolves upon them;
they can only do their share the same as
any other persons.

If you will reflect for a moment,
brethren and sisters, you will see it is
one of the easiest things in the world for
us to build that Temple. Here are the
men who understand quarrying and cut-
ting the rock, and laying them up; then,
what do we want else? Why, says one, we
want the means; what will the Temple
cost? Never mind what the entire cost
will be; what is required of us now, is
to lay up the walls, and we can do this
by our own labor. Men are wanted to go
and quarry the rock; others to haul it to
the Temple block; then others to cut the
stone according to order; then it is the
duty of others to raise the grain, the beef,
the pork, to make the clothing, and, in
fact, supply everything that is necessary
to sustain those men that are called to
work upon the Temple.

I have sometimes taken the liberty
of speaking about men that work on the
Public Works, and I have said that they
did not earn more than about one-half of
what was paid to them. They say, in re-
ply, if we do not do right, why not call
us up before the Bishops of our Wards?
We have known and now know men that
have been grumbling ever since they
were upon the Public Works, and with
them there never is anything right, and
it would be but little use to bring such
men before their Bishops. We have a
Presiding Bishop, and President Young
and myself are his Counselors, and in
due time he will deal with such men as I


