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passing through a state of trial; but still
there is a labor that we can perform in
this probationary existence that will aid
in the rolling forth and building up of
the kingdom of God, and we can thereby
obtain the blessings that pertain to that
kingdom.

We are all looking forward to a time
when we shall receive in that Temple
that is to be built, but which we do not
expect to see finished for a short time
to come, all the blessings of endowments
and Priesthood that have been promised
unto the faithful. We are called upon to
engage in this all-important work; and
while we are laboring at this, let us con-
sider well the endowments that we have
so much need of between this and the
time the Temple of our God is finished
and made ready for the additional out-
pouring of the Spirit of the Most High.
If we do not gain experience and obtain
the necessary endowments as we pass
along, we shall find ourselves very poorly
prepared for the great and glorious en-
dowments that are to be received in that
Temple. If we do not prepare ourselves,
those endowments, if we are permitted to
receive them at all, will be no better for
us than the endowments given to some
men in Nauvoo—that is, they will prove
a curse instead of a blessing.

For one, I feel to rejoice in the bless-
ings of peace that we enjoy and in the
union and fellowship of the Holy Spirit
which prevails in the midst of this peo-
ple, and I know that these good fruits
which are amongst us grow out of those
glorious principles we have embraced.
We are united in the truth, and it
is by the truth that we are kept to-
gether and that this oneness is made
to abide with us continually; and it is
this truth and the Spirit thereof that
leads us in the right direction. By
this Spirit we are led in the way of
peace, of salvation and of happiness,

while principles that are adopted by the
world do not bring with them salvation.

I have noticed in my experience
with this people that the principles of
our faith, revealed through the Prophet
Joseph, produce joy and peace such as
the world cannot give, for our principles
bring with them present salvation, and
all the principles of the Gospel that have
been and that are to be revealed do and
will continue to bring a present salva-
tion.

This is the way to be saved, and if
we continue to act upon this principle all
the time we shall obtain salvation in this
world and in that which is to come. It
makes very little difference to the faith-
ful Saint whether he be called to labor in
this world or in the world of spirits, so
that he embrace and live by those prin-
ciples that will bring a present deliver-
ance from bondage and sin and produce
within our own bosoms peace and happi-
ness.

We are blessed with the power to
know the right way, for we have around
us and in our midst those men that can
point out to us the course to be pur-
sued in order to secure life and light,
and to obtain the blessings promised by
the practice of the truth. We wish to be
freed from the error and from the evils
of the world, in order that we may be
happy in this life and prepare ourselves
for glory and exaltation in the life which
is to come.

There is one thing that is positive and
certain, and that is, that it will require
some labor and exertion on our part in
order to secure the great blessings that
pertain to the kingdom of our God. We
must, therefore, reflect and apply our
minds and our energies to the acquire-
ment of knowledge, or we shall not re-
ceive the promised treasures. I repeat,
we must apply our minds to the prin-
ciples of life if we ever expect to obtain
their benefits and blessings.


