DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON, ETC.

matter been laid before us, but we must
remember George A.'s sermon, in which
he was so emphatic in regard to raising
hemp and making ourselves hemp coats
to prevent our being placed in as bad, if
not a worse condition than our natives
are at the present time in these moun-
tains.

With all these matters before us, it re-
ally seems as if there would be plenty of
business for us all, that is, if we are at-
tentive to the requirements of the Priest-
hood. Let me say further, that if we
task our energies to the utmost of our
capacity, there will then be no troubles
from without. It does seem that every
nerve has got to be stretched and every
possible means within our power used
for the building up of the kingdom of
God. We shall be required to employ our-
selves indefatigably for the promotion of
truth, for the strengthening of the stakes
of Zion; and then if there be no more
strength remaining for us to defend our-
selves against the pitiless foe, then, I say,
if all our means, ability, and powers are
exerted to build up the kingdom which
the Almighty has established, he will
say, "Let them alone, they have enough
to bear; their sacrifices and labors are ac-
cepted." If we do not do this and neglect
to comply with the requirements made of
us, perhaps the surplus strength which
we possess may be called into requisition
by an enemy from without. This is an
item worth remembering by all Saints.

Now, here is a Tabernacle to be built,
and what argument shall I need to urge
in its favor. Here are today I do not know
how many thousands of people exposed
to the wind and dust under this Bow-
ery, and at this early season of the year
we are very liable to have rain or snow.
Not only so, but the winter, although
only just passed, may be said to be
again approaching, and in that season of
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the year we have representatives coming
from all parts of the Territory to legis-
late for the good of the community, and
to have their feelings cemented together
by the power of the Holy Spirit, to be
instructed themselves in the important
duties of their callings, then to return
to their several and respective localities
and labor to edify the Saints and to keep
them posted up with regard to the things
required of them.

It is important that we have a com-
fortable place to meet in, and I hope
the brethren will bear in mind the ne-
cessity there is for having this building
erected. Now, here with us there is ev-
erything to be considered that is requi-
site to make life comfortable; and while
upon this point let me ask you one thing,
or, in other words, present a figure to
you. I will suppose that we are stand-
ing by a large dock, and while there
we see a ship out at sea, and she has
sprung a leak, and the pumps are play-
ing to endeavor to keep her afloat, but
she is going down, and there are lots of
women and children, and they are cry-
ing out, "For Heaven's sake, save us,
we are going down." Now, if those on
shore would not fly to the rescue, but
would allow that ship, with her passen-
gers and crew, to go down, their cries
unheard, what would all the world say
of such inhumanity? They would say,
"You are a set of unfeeling wretches."
Well, now, on the other hand, suppos-
ing that we should employ every means
in our power and get all the help we
could, and thereby save those unfortu-
nate creatures and bring them safely
to shore, what would they say? Why,
they would say, "You have done well, you
have done nobly in rescuing falling and
sinking humanity and bringing them to
land." What is that sinking ship of which
I figuratively speak? Why, it is old Baby-
lon, and she is fast sinking through the



