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Brethren and sisters, I feel thankful
for this opportunity of speaking to you
for a short time. I feel under obligation
for this privilege of speaking a second
time before an assembly like this, and I
will try not to infringe upon the time of
the brethren who have not yet spoken to
you, but who I know are anxious to do
so. To this end, I will endeavor to confine
myself to matters that are directly before
us and to present them as they appear to
me.

I may refer to some things that are
a little foreign to the texts we have had
given to us, but I hope I shall not be te-
dious.

We discover that the nation and peo-
ple from whom we have come are en-
gaged to the utmost of their ability in
waging war upon each other. In conse-
quence of this, there is tax upon tax, or
rather I should say one tax levied after
another to pay the enormous cost of this
fratricidal war. One draft after another
is being made to bring into the field as
many men as possible, the best and those
that will be the most efficient to fight the
battles of the nation. It is also perceiv-
able, by reading the late dispatches, that
there are apprehensions of a serious war
with the Indians and a partial squinting
at a foreign war with England and pos-
sibly with some other power. How this
may be and how it may turn out, it is not
necessary for me to predict, but as the
life springs to these deliberations and to

these transactions that are now going on,
I refer you to the predictions and revela-
tions given of the Lord through Joseph
Smith. Brethren and sisters, the na-
tion of them that afflicted Israel have
now found a way to use all their mus-
cular power, and have they not use for
all their beef cattle, for all their horses
and for all the mules and wagons that
they can muster into service? The na-
tion go to war for the purpose of sav-
ing themselves, for the purpose of pro-
tecting themselves in their nationality,
and they intend to make the banner of
the nation universal, swayed without let
or hindrance. Well, now the question
is, How will these things result? What
will be the result of them? They saw
fit to decline the offer that Heaven made
to them when it presented to them the
scepter of peace through the everlast-
ing Gospel. The means used was by
many considered to be too insignificant
to bring down the high and lofty, to bring
them to consider the diminutive things
of Mormonism. No, the Gospel came un-
der a name that was too insignificant
and too degrading; but I have seen a
something before now wrapped up in a
very ordinary style that has presented
a somewhat rough exterior, but inside
the cover there has been contained true,
genuine wealth, and when it became
visible it astonished its beholders, and
it is and will be so with "Mormonism."
It was wrapped up by circumstances


