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has peace and quiet within, though in
temporal matters comparatively desti-
tute. But in this country no person need
suffer for the common necessaries of life.
It is not so in distant nations where
many of us came from. Remember the
appeals that are made to us for assis-
tance, for starvation has entered their
dwellings; it is not, so here. Do we re-
alize the blessings we enjoy in contrast
with those of our brethren in distant
countries? While we are doing all we
can to aid them, let us remember not
to slacken our hands in endeavoring to
build up the kingdom of God, in answer-
ing to the calls made upon us here.

No person can release us from the
duties that devolve upon us as individ-
uals. We each of us should shoulder
our responsibilities and rejoice to em-
brace the privilege of performing the du-
ties devolving upon us to do good in
the Church and kingdom of God in the
last days. This is an inestimable priv-
ilege which, once neglected, may never
again return. No person should lose
the opportunity of doing good, if they
do they will be sorry afterwards. Look
back upon your own history and expe-
rience in the Church and kingdom of
God, and point out a single duty that
has been manfully and righteously per-
formed that does not to this day bring
to you a feeling of great satisfaction
and gratitude to the Almighty that you
were called upon to perform that duty,
and you are glad that you did perform
it faithfully before your God and your
brethren. I do not believe there is a sin-
gle individual who has ever performed
a single duty in the Church and king-
dom of God, but what is grateful to the
Almighty that they had strength and
power and ability to perform that duty.
Then so let it be in the future; when-
ever we are called upon to perform a duty
let us hasten to perform it with a free
and glad heart and with a ready hand,

doing it as it should be done with all the
wisdom, ability and power that we can
bring to bear on it, feeling grateful to the
Almighty for the privilege, and we shall
have joy and rejoicing before the heav-
ens. This is the true light in which we
ought to look at this matter. There is
a great labor before this people, it is a
lifetime work, and then it will be taken
up by those who will follow after us, who
will continue to develop the things which
the Almighty is trying to establish upon
the earth—the work of the salvation of
our dead and the great millennium. The
work we are now doing is preparatory to
that work, and that work is preparatory
to another that shall follow after.

We will build a new Tabernacle of suf-
ficient dimensions to accommodate the
people much better than they can be at
present, and the time probably is not far
distant when we may commence to ad-
minister for our dead. But the duties
of today and all the work and labor we
are called upon to perform is prepara-
tory to something else; if we perform this
work faithfully it will tell in its place
in the due season and time of the Lord.
Then let us be faithful and never neglect
the opportunity of doing good when pre-
sented to us, be it ever so small in our es-
timation. There is nothing so small but
what is necessary, when we are told to do
it by those who preside over us. Small
things reach to great things. We can-
not baptize for the dead without a font,
and we cannot get a stone to build it of
without going to the stone quarries to
get it. It looks a small thing to quarry
rock and to pick up the pebbles and cob-
ble rock or to take the spade and go and
labor a single day's work, but those small
matters form together a grand whole in
bringing to pass the great purposes we
are anticipating will come to pass in
the Lord's due time. Then let us listen


