THE GREAT BLESSINGS, ETC.

trouble with the strings." I was then a
Gentile, as they called them, and he,
no doubt, thought that such jesting with
holy things would please me, but I al-
ways despised him afterwards for mak-
ing use of such an expression and mak-
ing light of one of the holy ordinances
of God which he professed to believe in.
Jesting on sacred matters grates on my
ears. I do not suppose people mean
any harm when they do it, but it has a
deleterious influence upon our children,
whom we ought to teach to reverence
sacred things. I would like their sense
of honor to be such that they will do
right because they love to do right, and
not refrain from doing wrong merely be-
cause they are afraid somebody will see
them do wrong. Let the love of right be
bred in them, that feeling of honest con-
sciousness of doing right, and not evil,
that shall preserve them in the hour of
temptation. Let the love of right be in-
stilled in their young and tender minds,
that it may grow with their growth and
strengthen with their strength, learning
to love the truth for its beauty and the
things of God because they are worthy of
being loved. Often people are deterred
from doing right because of what the
world will say and for fear of the point-
ing of the finger of scorn. That is not
what we should care about; we should
care to please God and do the things
that are right before him, and then let
the world wag as it will. This ought to
be our motto, and we ought constantly
to seek to instil this feeling into the bo-
soms of our children, that they may act
upon the principles of right because they
love them and prefer them because they
are good before the Lord, and eschewing
evil because it is hateful to them. The
child is naturally inclined to this way.
It is their associations with the wicked-
ness that is in the world that teaches
them hypocrisy and evil of every descrip-
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tion, and the fear of the world's scorn,
their laugh and ribald jest have their
influence upon the mind of the child.
Hence it becomes necessary that more
pains should be taken in instructing
them and showing them the propriety of
truthfulness and honest uprightness of
conduct to strengthen and protect them
in the hour of temptation.

This great work in regard to training
our children should not be neglected, be-
cause it is while they are young that we
can have the greatest and most lasting
influence over them. It is the privilege
of the Latter-day Saints in these valleys
of the mountains more especially to at-
tend to this sacred duty, because when
we mingled with the outside world we
could not there enjoy the rights, the lib-
erty and the freedom we enjoy in these
mountains. No child is laughed and
scoffed at here because his father and
mother are Mormons. Then let us attend
to these matters and govern ourselves
by the holy principles that have been re-
vealed to our understandings, live our
holy religion faithfully and bring forth
the blessings of peace, the blessings of
the Almighty which are ready to drop
from the heavens upon us as fast as we
are able to receive and use them prof-
itably to ourselves and to the Work in
which we are engaged. The child needs
first to ripen in judgment and good un-
derstanding before the father can com-
mit any great trust to his charge. So it is
in the dealings of our Heavenly Father
with his people; he knows better than
we do when to bestow great blessings
upon us and what is for our best good.
We should improve upon the blessings
he has already given us to the fullest
extent of the light and information we
can get, and not trouble ourselves as
to what is in the future, because that
is just beyond our reach. If we travel
in the path I have been trying to mark
out, we shall attain everything we can



