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with Jesus on the mount, when Peter
and his brethren saw them, who said,
"Master, it is good for us to be here:
let us build three tabernacles, one for
thee, one for Moses, and one for Elias."
Who was this Moses? He was a man
who had officiated before on the earth,
had held the holy Priesthood, had been a
teacher of righteousness, and who, with
the Elders of Israel, had talked with
God, and had received revelations from
him, holding the Priesthood that admin-
istered in time and eternity. When he got
through with this world his official du-
ties were not ended, for he appeared to
Jesus, Peter, James, and John upon the
mount, to confer on them certain prin-
ciples, authorities and Priesthood, that
they might also be enabled to adminis-
ter in the ordinances of salvation, and
officiate as the representatives of God
upon the earth. And hence, when Joseph
Smith came, those who had held the keys
before came to him, so he told me and
others, and revealed unto him certain
things pertaining to the kingdom of God
upon the earth, and ordained him and
set him apart to the ministry and Apos-
tleship unto which he was called. He
presented himself before the world and
informed the people that God had spo-
ken, and that he had spoken to him.
He told them that the heavens had been
opened and that angels clothed in light
and glory had appeared to him and re-
vealed unto him certain things. Then we
have Oliver Cowdery, who tells us some-
thing about these things, and gives his
testimony as a living witness. Again,
there were eleven witnesses in relation
to the Book of Mormon, who testify that
the Book of Mormon was a divine rev-
elation from God. And some of these
witnesses tell us that an angel of God
came and laid before them the plates
from which the Book of Mormon was

translated, and they knew that their
testimony was true and faithful. Oth-
ers tell us that they saw and handled
the plates from which the record was
taken. I have conversed with several
of those men who say they have seen
the plates that Joseph Smith took out
of the hill Cumorah; I have also con-
versed with Joseph Smith, who has told
me of these things and many more that
it would be unnecessary on the present
occasion to relate. Here, then, is an
abundance of testimony that assumes
a supernatural agency—an interposition
of the Almighty—an opening and an
unfolding of something to the human
family with which they have been un-
acquainted. These things are left for
the human family to reason upon; they
are presented unto us in that capac-
ity, just as things were presented for-
merly to others. We were told formerly
that "faith comes by hearing, and hear-
ing by the word of God, and how can
they hear without a preacher, and how
can he preach unless he be sent." Here,
then, was a medium introduced by the
Almighty to excite the faith or unbelief
of the people. Here are certain records
unfolded, and here is a man presenting
himself before the people, declaring that
God was about to usher in the dispen-
sation of the fulness of times; and for
this purpose he had introduced an an-
cient record that had belonged to the
aboriginal inhabitants of this continent,
together with that, he tells them that the
so-called Christian churches had gone
astray, and all mankind were laboring
under gross darkness, and that darkness
had covered the whole earth. He fur-
thermore tells them that God had it in
his mind to reveal unto them his will,
and draw back the dark veil that over-
spreads the minds of the people—to in-
troduce the principles of eternal truth,
and that he came as a messenger from


