REFLECTIONS ON THE SACRAMENT, ETC.

Jesus Christ is spoken of in the Scrip-
tures as "The Lamb of God that taketh
away the sins of the world." What sins of
the world did he take away? We are told
that it is the sin which Adam committed.
We do not know much about Adam nor
what he did; but we know that this sacri-
fice took place and that we are in the po-
sition we now occupy, and we are ready
to believe from the testimonies we have
received in relation to this sacrifice that
it was the will of God he should thus of-
fer himself up and that he came here for
that purpose. He was "The first begot-
ten of the Father, full of grace and truth;"
and suffered his body to be broken and
his blood to be spilled, doing "Not his
own will, but the will of him that sent
him," not to accomplish his own purpose
particularly but the purpose of him that
sent him, and hence we are told to ob-
serve this rite until he comes again.

There is something also to be looked
to in the future. The Son of God has
again to figure in the grand drama of the
world. He has been here once and "In
his humiliation his judgment was taken
away." It would seem that his ancient
disciples upon this Continent or upon
the Continent of Asia actually looked for-
ward to the time when Jesus would come
again and hence he is frequently spo-
ken of in the Scriptures having a refer-
ence to his second advent, that to these
who look for him "He would appear the
second time without sin unto salvation."
Again, Isaiah, in speaking of him, says,
"All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned every one to his own way;
and the Lord hath laid on him the in-
iquity of us all. He was oppressed,
and he was afflicted, yet he opened not
his mouth: he was brought as a lamb
to the slaughter, and as a sheep be-
fore her shearers is dumb, so he opened
not his mouth. He was taken from
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prison and from judgment: and who
shall declare his generation? for he was
cut off out of the land of the living: for
the transgressions of my people was he
stricken," &c. Again, the same Prophet
spoke of him as coming in power, glory
and dominion, and as having his wrath
and indignation kindled against the na-
tions of the earth. "Who is this that
cometh from Edom, with dyed garments
from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his
apparel, traveling in the greatness of his
strength? I that speak in righteousness,
mighty to save. Wherefore art thou red
in thine apparel, and thy garments like
him that treadeth in the winefat? I have
trodden the winepress alone; and of the
people there was none with me: for I will
tread them in mine anger, and trample
them in my fury; and their blood shall
be sprinkled upon my garments, and I
will stain all my raiment. For the day of
vengeance is in my heart, and the year
of my redeemed is come." Jesus accom-
plished what he was sent to do, and, feel-
ing satisfied of this, when he was about
to leave the earth he said he had fin-
ished the work his Father gave him to
do. But there was another work, another
event that was to transpire in the lat-
ter days, when he should not be led as a
lamb to the slaughter or be like a sheep
before the shearers; when he would not
act in that state of humiliation and qui-
escence, but when he will go forth as
a man of war and tread down the peo-
ple in his anger and trample them in
his fury, when blood should be on his
garments and the day of vengeance in
his heart, when he would rule the na-
tions with an iron rod and break them to
pieces like a potter's vessel. There must
be some reason why he was allowed to
suffer and endure; why it was necessary
that he should give up his life a sacri-
fice for the sins of the world, and there



