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militia of Missouri and Iowa, and other
States, if necessary, and to call volun-
teers from Illinois, from which State we
had been driven, to destroy the camp of
Israel. This same Mr. Benton said to
the President of the United States, in
the presence of some other persons, "Sir,
they are a pestilential race, and ought to
become extinct."

I will again urge upon this people to
so live that they will have the knowledge
they desire, as we have knowledge not of
all, but only of that which is necessary.
Have we not shown to the world that
we love the Constitution of our coun-
try and its institutions better than do
those who have been and are now dis-
tracting the nation? You cannot find
a community, placed under the circum-
stances that we were, that would have
done as we did on the occasion of fur-
nishing the Mormon Battalion, after our
leading men had been slain and we had
been compelled to leave our farms, gar-
dens, homes and firesides, while, at the
same time, the general Government was
called upon in vain to put a stop to such a
series of abuses against an innocent peo-
ple.

The people said, "Give us redress for
our wrongs!"

Government: "Did you say anything?
Hard of hearing; can't hear a single word
you say."

"Mr. President, Mr. Senator, Messrs.
everybody else, can you hear the cries of
the widow and fatherless?"

Government: "Did you speak? Can't
hear you gentlemen; mark what I say, I
can't hear you."

After all this, to prove our loyalty
to the Constitution and not to their
infernal meanness, we went to fight
the battles of a free country to give
it power and influence, and to extend
our happy institutions in other parts
of this widely extended republic. In
this way we have proved our loyalty.

We have done everything that has been
required of us. Can there anything rea-
sonable and constitutional be asked that
we would not perform? No. But if the
Government of the United States should
now ask for a battalion of men to fight
in the present battlefields of the nation,
while there is a camp of soldiers from
abroad located within the corporate lim-
its of this city, I would not ask one man to
go; I would see them in hell first. What
was the result a year ago, when our then
Governor, and I thank God for such a
Governor as we had a year ago, called
for men to go and guard the mail route?
Were they promptly on hand? Yes, and
when President Lincoln wrote to me re-
questing me to fit out one hundred men
to guard the mail route, we at once en-
listed the one hundred men for ninety
days. On Monday evening I received
the instruction, and on Wednesday af-
ternoon that hundred men were mus-
tered into service and encamped ready
for moving. But all this does not prove
any loyalty to political tyrants.

We guarded the mail route; but they
do not know what we know with regard
to guarding this route, and they will find
that out by and by. We do not need any
soldiers here from any other States or
Territories to perform that service, nei-
ther does the Government, as they would
know if they were wise. I will, compara-
tively speaking, take one plug of tobacco,
a shirt and three cents' worth of paint,
and save more life and hinder more In-
dian depredations than they can by ex-
pending millions of dollars vested in an
army to fight and kill the Indians. Feed
and clothe them a little and you will save
life; fight them, and you pave the way
for the destruction of the innocent. This
will be found out after a while, but now
it is not known except by comparatively
a few.


