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prayers, that the will of God might be
done upon the earth in our day as an-
gels do it in heaven. Is there anything
upon this earth that will prevent the es-
tablishment of the same principles and
the imparting of the same blessings that
are enjoyed in the eternal worlds? If
there is, the prayer of the Savior which
he taught his disciples could not be ful-
filled, and we know that our Father in
heaven would not set us to do that which
could not be accomplished. We can adopt
the principles of that kingdom and prac-
tice them in our lives, and this will make
us precisely what we are praying for.

Happiness is what we are striving for
in this life, and this is what we want in
the life which is to come. That happi-
ness is obtainable upon the principles of
truth and right that have been and that
will be revealed from heaven. As I be-
fore remarked, we are in a school, and it
is our business to be industrious in that
school. It is our business to work dili-
gently to learn that which is taught in
the school of Christ, to make ourselves
acquainted with the principles of salva-
tion as far as revealed unto us. I can say
truly and bear testimony that the people
have never had to wait for the knowledge
of God; the time never has been when it
has not been poured out faster than the
people were ready to receive. Principles
of light and truth have all the time been
taught faster than the people were ready
to adopt and practice them. It has al-
ways been the good pleasure of the Lord,
and it is still his wish to enlighten our
minds and enlarge our understandings
in reference to the things of his kingdom,
that we may have just conceptions of his
ways, and understand correctly the prin-
ciples that pertain to the development
of all that wisdom and knowledge neces-
sary for our present and future advance-
ment in the principles of eternal life.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

We should endeavor to appreciate and
continually feel thankful for the bless-
ings bestowed upon us, and strive to im-
prove upon all the gifts of God that are
bestowed.

There are a great many people, and
I have met with some of them, who are
very anxious to know all about heaven,
the other worlds, and all about the peo-
ple that dwell in eternity; but I will tell
you how I feel, it is that I want to dis-
charge the duties that devolve upon me,
and strive to comprehend the object and
design of everything that is required of
me. We should all seek for a knowl-
edge of those duties that pertain to us at
the present time, and we should practice
principles that will bring present salva-
tion, and we should labor to learn that
which will be both for our present and
future good.

What we have been told today is good
and strictly true, and we ought to un-
derstand that we are as much in the
midst of eternity as we ever shall be,
and our chances and opportunities for
gaining knowledge and salvation here
are as good as they will ever be. We
have all the opportunities of learning the
principles of heaven just as good as we
shall ever have. Then if we do not im-
prove upon these opportunities we are
certainly to blame, and we are injuring
ourselves more than anybody else, and
the time will come when, if we are de-
prived of any blessing, we shall blame
ourselves only. We will have it to say that
the blessings and salvation pertaining to
the kingdom of God were presented and
we despised them. Then we will find that
the scripture is true which says, "Out of
thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou
wicked servant." In view of this, then,
it is for us to be awake to that which
we have presented to us, to those prin-
ciples which God has revealed from the
heavens, for he has revealed them for
the express purpose of having us practice



