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is that what we may know in the fu-
ture we shall have to learn. We are in
a school, one which our Father has pre-
pared for us, and in which he designs to
instruct us, to give us counsel and point
out the course that we should take day
by day, in order that we may be saved.
If we adopt the principles that have been
revealed they will bring to us happiness
and an abiding joy, and that, too, at the
time and in the place where we are in
need.

One reason why I consider that we
are so much more highly favored than
other people is simply this, that in gener-
ations that are past and gone there was
no man capable of rising up and point-
ing out the way of life and salvation—
there was no man to dispense the bless-
ings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to
them that were willing to embrace the
truth. But it is not so now, for the king-
dom of God has been established upon
the earth, a knowledge of the ordinances
of the kingdom has also been committed
to man upon the earth, and the keys of
that kingdom have been given, and the
principles which pertain to that kingdom
can now be taught to us. We have now
the power to embrace the principles of
life, because they are presented to us by
those having the authority to teach. The
principles of our religion have emanated
from our Father and God, with whom
there is no variableness, nor the least
shadow of turning; and these principles
have been revealed for the express pur-
pose that we might embrace and prac-
tice them and thereby bring about our
own salvation and secure that happiness
which is promised to the faithful sons
and daughters of God.

When we are in the world and hear
the sectarians teaching their peculiar
dogmas about heaven, hell, and many
other topics, their discourses sound
empty, foolish, and incomprehensible.

Their subjects are generally very dis-
tant; in fact altogether beyond this
world. When we hear individuals talking
about having a father and a mother we
do not then understand them to be talk-
ing about anything that is very remote,
but it is something that is right here
with us, and so it is with the kingdom of
God. When the servants of the Lord com-
mence to teach the human family prin-
ciples pertaining to that kingdom, it is
brought right home to us, so that we can
understand it in this present life. This
is the way the Gospel came to us when
it was first sounded in our ears; it was
brought home to us, no matter what kind
of place we were in, and it set before us
salvation, not after this life particularly,
but it offered salvation to us at the time
we heard it. The kingdom of God being
established on the earth, the salvation
of that kingdom was announced in our
ears, and we had the offer of its bene-
fits. If we saw proper to embrace the doc-
trines presented, we had the privilege of
doing so; and inasmuch as we adopted
and do now adopt the principles of that
kingdom it brings to us a present salva-
tion; and if we do not have a present sal-
vation it is for want of adopting the prin-
ciples that have been revealed. This is
a matter that we should inquire about,
and see and know for ourselves whether
we have adopted those principles which
the Almighty has made known for our
salvation. If we have adopted them in
our lives, then we are in the path of life
and truth, which gives us salvation all
the time; but if we have not, then we
do not partake of that present salvation
which is offered.

When the Savior was upon the earth
he told his disciples to pray that his
kingdom might come and that his will
might be done upon the earth as it
is done in the heavens. We might
with the same propriety ask in our


