HOW TO OBTAIN, ETC.

and throughout all eternity, for that trea-
sure was the kingdom of God, and salva-
tion to that man's soul.

A question comes up in the minds
of some; I have frequently heard per-
sons say, "What becomes of our Tithing?
And what is the propriety of paying so
much? The calls come from this quar-
ter and calls from that; and what are we
doing when we are buying that field in
which the treasure lies concealed?" Did
we ever think, when responding to the
calls on the right and on the left, that we
were purchasing that field, and that hav-
ing gone to the extent of our power and
ability in that transaction, that there is
our deed and title to the kingdom of God,
signed, sealed, and delivered?

Look back upon our privations that
we have undergone, and there is joy and
gladness, there is hope which is full of
immortality. The kingdom is ours. We
have purchased it, and by it our salva-
tion is secured, by faithfulness in the
kingdom. Now do we expect to get some-
thing for nothing? If we do, the trans-
action is not suspended upon an even
balance. To expect something for noth-
ing is just what many in our community
want to do in their trading and traffick-
ing, and putting on prices that are far
above the standard. You naturally call
such persons dishonest, and such they
truly are. If you expect to gain the king-
dom of our God without purchasing it by
your labors, with me the question is, Will
you not be mistaken in your calculation?

This parable to which I have invited
your attention is a good lesson for all of
us, and we should endeavor to so con-
duct ourselves as to show that with us
the kingdom of God is all in all. This
parable is an ensample for us to copy and
adopt. A word to the wise is sufficient
on this subject. You have considered
this matter having read about it, and
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by reciting it over it may be of service to
you. It is no matter what that man did,
or what the other said, so far as the field
spoken of is concerned, for I do not sup-
pose the purchaser gave him any trou-
ble whether he paid out his money for
this, that, or the other. It was the field
that he paid it for; he wished to have the
field containing the treasure. It is not
the price we pay for the kingdom, it is
the kingdom of God we are bound to pur-
chase at any price.

Enough upon that subject. As short
sermons seem to be the order of the day,
I may be allowed to touch upon that
which will benefit myself, that which will
increase our faith and tend to our ed-
ucation and good, that we may go to
our homes rejoicing in the truth and in
the privileges of the new and everlasting
covenant.

Now with regard to the poor, I have
a few words to say. I have a text about
sending to the Missouri River to bring
home the poor. The Lord says, "Blessed
is he that considereth the poor: the
Lord will deliver him in time of trou-
ble. The Lord will preserve him, and
keep him alive; and he shall be blessed
upon the earth: and thou wilt not de-
liver him unto the will of his enemies."—
Psalm xli., 1, 2. Such an one will be
blessed of the Lord for sending out his
beasts, and for taking the poor, even
the stranger to his house; his light shall
shine in darkness, and shall appear as at
the noonday. Now then we have consid-
ered the poor, we have sent our teams,
our oxen and all that was necessary to
bring them to our houses. And I will here
observe that I wish, that inasmuch as
they have come to our mountain home,
to the threshold of Zion, that every man
would so conduct himself as to meet
with the approving smile of Heaven,
then their light would break forth and
shine in the darkness as resplendently
as the noonday sun. We all want



