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I have the privilege of making a few
remarks to my brethren and sisters,
upon the condition that I stop speaking
or pumping when the pond is out. This
may seem a singular introduction, but I
feel perfectly free and at home when I
meet with you in general Conference.

I have enjoyed myself very much dur-
ing this Conference, and I really feel
that we have been well instructed on the
great principles of our holy religion. I
am fully satisfied that our brethren who
have spoken from this stand have laid
before us the things that we need, and
especially for the benefit of those that
are laboring in the different portions of
Utah, or, as I was about to say, in differ-
ent portions of Deseret.

I am proud of the name of being a
Saint of God, for there is something that
is sweet—there is something that is glo-
rious about it.

I rejoice that we have the privilege
here in Deseret of naming our own chil-
dren when they are born; it is not
so in the nations of the earth, but
here we have organized a State Govern-
ment; the child is born and we have
given it a name, and it is one of our
own choosing. We are a blessed peo-
ple. How are we blessed this morn-
ing? We are blessed by being taught
of the Lord; we are instructed in those
things that pertain to our peace; we are
in possession of those heavenly princi-
ples that have been so plainly laid be-
fore us; they are things that immediately

concern us as Saints of the Most High. If
we have been gathered here to these val-
leys of the mountains to be taught of the
Lord, if we do not have the spirit of hu-
mility, how can we be taught? And if we
are taught, what good will it do us? We
require to be in that state of mind that
will render us susceptible of instruction;
then, at the close of this Conference we
shall all have it to say that we have been
well paid for coming together to worship
the Lord, and we shall also feel that the
teachings and instructions have been ap-
plicable to our organizations and circum-
stances in the different departments of
the Holy Priesthood, which the Almighty
has conferred upon his servants in these
last days.

I feel that it is indeed good to be here;
it is good to listen—to dwell and rejoice
in the midst of this people, for this is the
work of the Lord; and we are the only
people upon the face of the earth that are
so highly favored at the present time. We
can meet together in peace, as we are do-
ing today, and worship God according to
the dictates of our own consciences; yes,
here we can do this, where the true lib-
erty guaranteed in the Constitution of
the United States is fully carried out,
and extended to all people who wish to
reside in our community.

I feel to take up the admonitions
and treasure them up in my mind
and carry them home in my bosom.
Every time that I come to a Con-



