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his authority except we honor his ordi-
nances; neither can you honor him, and,
at the same time, dishonor his delegates
and authorities he has sent.

In all these ordinances of the Gospel,
we imitate Christ—we go forth in his au-
thority, and administer as he adminis-
tered. He received his authority from his
Father and gave it to his Apostles, they
gave it to Joseph Smith, Joseph gave it
to us and we place it upon you Elders of
Israel. The authority is one—the same
as the roots and branches of a tree are
one; and the power of the Holy Ghost
will dwell with you the same as it does
with us, showing us things to come and
bringing things to our remembrance that
we may have a foreknowledge of future
things, and all this in proportion to our
faith, confidence, and integrity in God
and in his authority.

Baptism is an imitation—the candi-
date is buried in water in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost, in likeness of the death of Christ,
and then he is raised up out of the wa-
ter in likeness of his resurrection. The
Holy Ghost descended on the Savior in
the form of a dove after he was baptized;
in imitation of this, we receive the Holy
Ghost by the laying on of hands. Even
in the endowments, there is not a soli-
tary thing but what is an imitation of
the Son or the Father in some way or
other; and all this is done to keep us
in remembrance of him. When we sit
down to eat food, we ask God to bless
it and sanctify it to our benefit, that
we may partake of it in remembrance
of his kindness, generosity and blessings
unto us. We ask the Father to bless our
wheat, to bless all the seeds we sow in
the ground, to bless the earth and to give
us power and wisdom to nurse and take
care of the tender plants, which are an
imitation of his bountiful goodness to us.

Our religion is not artificial—it is a re-
ality; it is natural. It teaches us how
to keep ourselves pure, that we may not
become tainted with the world, the flesh
and the Devil, but hold ourselves sacred
and pure as the children of God.

Let my brethren who are going on
foreign missions remember these things,
holding them in view; all of which are
comprehended in the imitation of Christ
and the sufferings he passed through;
and I will promise them, in the name
and by the authority of Jesus Christ that
is in me and my brethren, they shall
be blessed as they never were blessed;
they shall win souls unto Christ, and
when they come home they shall bring
some of them with them. I do not know
how I could get along upon any other
principle, as a preacher of righteousness
among nations, than by the dictation of
the Holy Ghost and doing as we have
been told, which is to teach nothing but
repentance to this generation and bap-
tism for the remission of sins, adminis-
tering the sacrament of the Lord's Sup-
per to believers, that they may have Je-
sus in remembrance. It is the business
of the Elders of this Church, when they
go abroad, to gather the lost sheep of the
house of Israel, carrying the salt with
them, or the power and the authority
of the holy Priesthood; let them go with
their hearts full of the power of God and
their mouths full of the good words of
life, suffering themselves to be used by
the Almighty as a musician would use an
instrument of music, letting God speak
through them as the trumpeter would
speak through a trumpet.

Let the sheep lick a little salt through
your fingers; do not give them a hand-
ful at once, or it may blind them,
but give them a mere trifle, and that
will make them hungry for more. If
you wish, in the soonest and most
effectual manner, to destroy a flock


