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I feel continually in my heart de-
sirous to do good. Our religion is a prac-
tical religion. We administer the sacra-
ment, for instance, in remembrance of
Jesus Christ, which ordinance he has es-
tablished to imitate the things he has
suffered. We break bread as an imitation
of his body, which has been broken; and
we pour out wine (which should be of our
own make) and drink of it in imitation
of his blood, which was poured out that
our sins might be remitted. Our sins
are forgiven, on condition that we ob-
serve these ordinances before all people,
before the Father, before the Son, before
the Holy Ghost and before all the holy
angels that God sends to take charge of
us. To repent is to forsake our sins and
sin no more. When we thus repent, it
is a repentance that needeth not to be
repented of. True repentance requires
restitution to the injured, and such sat-
isfaction as the wrong demands. For by
this you may know that a man truly re-
pents of his sins, and that the Father has
forgiven them in the name of his Son Je-
sus Christ. There are people out of the
Church and in it, who are stubborn and
will not make satisfaction to those they
have injured, disobeyed or neglected,
and will welter under it for weeks and
months before they will make an humble
acknowledgement to give satisfaction to
the injured party. Remission of sins is

given by going down into the water with
an authorized servant of God, who, af-
ter saying, "Having been commissioned
of Jesus Christ, I baptize you in water for
the remission of your sins, in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost," immerses him in the wa-
ter. After this ordinance has been ad-
ministered, remission of sins is as sure
as that repentance and restitution have
been truly made. This is the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, which is the power of
God unto salvation to every one that be-
lieveth and practiceth it; which will be
in them and round about them, until
they are full of the living oracles and at-
tributes of the Father and the Son. Paul
says that baptism is not the washing
away of the filth of the flesh, but the an-
swer of a good conscience before God.

How can a man's conscience be good,
if, after the truth is made known to
him, he shall willfully neglect to com-
ply with it? Then, after baptism, the
servant of God, having authority given
to him through the holy Priesthood, lays
his hand on the baptized persons for the
gift of the Holy Ghost. When an au-
thorized servant of God lays his hands
on a person, he receives the gift and
power of the Holy Ghost as surely as
though God had administered the ordi-
nance himself. This authority the Fa-
ther has given us, and we should honor
it. It is impossible to honor God and


