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tution of our country, and they will have
to pay the penalty for so doing, for they
trample under foot the Constitution that
grants to them their own liberties, and
thus subvert their own liberties, which
it becomes them as well as us to pre-
serve inviolate. It becomes us to cleave
to God and our holy religion, trusting
in him because in him there is power—
in him there is strength; and if we re-
main faithful, we shall come off victo-
rious, and walk under our feet every
principle that is calculated to destroy,
and rear the standard of truth and righ-
teousness in the world in spite of hell
and all the hosts thereof. Let us be
encouraged, and go steadily on in the
performance of our duties, cultivating

the earth, and bringing from the ele-
ments all we need for our sustenance
that we may be free and independent,
so far as we can, by depending on our
own resources with which the Lord has
abundantly blessed us. We are greatly
blessed in that the Lord has planted our
feet in these quiet valleys from those
who sought our destruction; while he has
brought an overwhelming destruction on
them, he has brought safety to us. We
can see his wisdom, and his mighty hand
manifested in this. Let us henceforth
put our trust in that arm which has been
so prominently made bare in saving the
righteous. May God add his blessing.
Amen.
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Brother Taylor gave us a very inter-
esting discourse this morning upon the
first principles of the Gospel, contrasting
them with the religion of the Christian
world, showing the authority by which
they administered in different ages the
ordinances of religion according to the
traditions of their fathers. He remarked
that the Elders of this Church went
forth as the Apostles did in the days of

the Savior, promising to the people, on
conditions of obedience, the gift of the
Holy Ghost; and he remarked that no
other people would do that, because they
do not possess the authority to do it.

I do not know that I can spend
the few moments that I may speak
here, better than to read a little on
the authority that we have for pur-
suing this course. This portion that


