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are responsible to God alone for it. As
the kingdom of God grows and becomes
mighty upon the earth, laws will be
given suited to the condition of the chil-
dren of men, in their respective gov-
ernments and nationalities, according to
their views and principles. The supreme
law of the world will be the law of God,
and all people will choose to obey or dis-
obey as they list. All will be governed
according to their circumstances and the
principles which will be revealed from
time to time for their best good. This is
not the work of a day, but of eternity—
it is without beginning of days or end of
years.

I feel gratified that I live in this day
and age of the world; I am thankful for
this privilege. "Would you not have pre-
ferred to live in the days of Jesus?" says
one. No, nor in the days of Moses, nor in
the days of Noah. Had I lived in Noah's
days I might have been drowned in the
great flood. I prefer to live now—today—
in the days of Brigham and Heber, and
in the days of the great Prophet Joseph
and Hyrum, although they did not stay
long with us. They are not far away
from us, neither is the Lord. Brigham
is here, Heber and Daniel are here, and
the Twelve Apostles of our Lord Jesus
Christ are here, and the organization of
the Church and kingdom of God is here,
with the Holy Priesthood which is af-
ter the order of the Son of God; and
this is the great chain which opens up
a communication between the heavens
and the earth, and in it there is safety;
and through it truth will prevail over
the face of the whole earth, and by its
power the kingdom of God will be es-
tablished upon the earth no more to be
prevailed against. What matters it to
us who speaks in anger against it? The
truth is all the same, no matter who
walks it under their feet. The eternal
principles of salvation and exaltation are

the same, no matter who does despite to
them.

In trying to injure the truth, and im-
pede it in its progress, they only injure
themselves, and will bring upon them-
selves swift destruction and a righteous
judgment according as it shall be ordered
by our Father in heaven. God is merci-
ful and forbearing. Can we forbear as
well as he can? We can, although we
are far from being as good as he is. If he
can forbear many years with a man who
will not say grace over his meat, or bend
his knee to his God in acknowledgment
of his mercy, we surely can bear a little
with the infirmities of our brethren, and
the ignorance of the ungodly world.

As a people and community we have
borne much; and all we have ever asked
of any people or government has been
our rights in common with the rest of
mankind; but these they seek to with-
hold from us, which they have no right
to do, hence they are under condemna-
tion, and we shall go free. We believe
and worship as we choose, and live under
a Government that guarantees unto us
that right. Inasmuch as they do not give
us those rights, they violate one of the
holiest and most sacred provisions of the
Constitution of our country, and destruc-
tion will be the consequence. The fathers
of the revolution fought and bled to se-
cure this holy right to their children so
long as the world should last or the Gov-
ernment continue. We are therefore bold
in declaring our principles, and in de-
fending our rights. There are countries
in the world where imprisonment would
be the penalty of the free expression of
principles and rights; but they do not live
under and enjoy the blessings of the Con-
stitution which we live under. Yet even
in this free country some have sought to
deprive us of the free enjoyment of the
privileges granted unto us in the Consti-



