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we should resist sin, and for this purpose
is sin necessary. Sin exists in all the eter-
nities. Sin is co-eternal with righteous-
ness, for it must needs be that there is
an opposition in all things.

I exhort the Latter-day Saints to live
their religion and learn to take care of
themselves. The elements with which
we are surrounded are as eternal as we
are, and are loaded with supplies of ev-
ery kind for the comfort and happiness
of the human race. It is designed by
the Great Architect of the universe that
our bodily wants shall be supplied from
the elements, and by judicious and well-
directed labor and a reasonable amount
of industry, the wealth of food, clothing
and shelter can be obtained by all.

It has been supposed that wealth
gives power. In a depraved state of so-
ciety, in a certain sense it does, if open-
ing a wide field for unrighteous monop-
olies, by which the poor are robbed and
oppressed and the wealthy are more en-
riched, is power. In a depraved state of
society money can buy positions and ti-
tles, can cover up a multitude of incapa-
bilities, can open wide the gates of fash-
ionable society to the lowest and most
depraved of human beings; it divides so-
ciety into castes without any reference
to goodness, virtue or truth. It is made
to pander to the most brutal passions of
the human soul; it is made to subvert ev-
ery wholesome law of God and man, and
to trample down every sacred bond that
should tie society together in a national,
municipal, domestic, and every other re-
lationship. Wealth thus used is used out
of its legitimate channel. If a man wishes
to stamp an honorable fame upon the
tablets of eternity, he can do so only by
living a holy and virtuous life. While
stations, emoluments, scepters, thrones,
or any honor this world can give, do
not in the sight of God raise the pos-
sessor above the standing of the poor,

humble, hungry supplicant for bread at
his gate. God is cognizant of the acts of
all men, and dictates the results thereof
to his glory, to the salvation of his peo-
ple, and to the interests of his kingdom
on the face of all the earth. "Are not two
sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of
them shall not fall on the ground without
your Father's notice. But the very hairs
on your head are numbered."

There cannot be a more truthful say-
ing than that this people do not yet fully
know how to take care of themselves,
and hence they expose themselves to
many unnecessary sufferings and incon-
veniences. After we have smoothed the
path through this life all in our power, by
accumulating around us all the common
creature comforts, and done all in our
power to make those who depend upon
us happy and comfortable, still, there
is enough of trial to sufficiently prove
to God and the faithful ones, whether
we will be true to him and to our holy
religion, or false to him and to our
best interests. Let God be first in our
thoughts when we awake in the morn-
ing, and let our actions through each
day reflect honor on ourselves, credit on
the cause of God, and secure to us the
confidence and goodwill of all good and
holy beings. While we should be dili-
gent and industrious, filling every mo-
ment of our time to some advantage
and profit to ourselves and others, we
should not suffer a covetous and grasp-
ing spirit to take possession of us. It
is lamentable to see the ignorance man-
ifested by many of this people in that
respect, for no man who possesses the
wealth of wisdom would worship the
wealth of mammon. Let the people
build good houses, plant good vineyards
and orchards, make good roads, build
beautiful cities in which may be found
magnificent edifices for the convenience
of the public, handsome streets skirted


