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bread of affliction, until he should re-
turn in peace. An archer drew a bow
at a venture and slew Ahab, who went
to the field of battle in disguise, and the
words of the Prophet were fulfilled. It is
so in this day; the man who will speak
the word of the Lord fearlessly is hated,
while false prophets and false teachers,
who pander to human vanity and to hu-
man greatness for gain, are fostered by
wicked rulers and exalted to the chief
seats in the synagogues.

We are determined to build up the
kingdom of God on the earth; to bring
forth Zion, to promote the cause of righ-
teousness on the earth, and to walk un-
der foot sin and wickedness. There is an
opposing party who are determined that
the kingdom of God shall not be built up,
and who do all in their power to destroy
it and its supporters. This has been the
case from the beginning, and wickedness
has triumphed, because the measure of
the earth was not complete, and those
mighty spirits calculated to bring to pass
the winding up scene had not yet been
born in the flesh. The time has now come
when this work will be consummated.
Satan's rule and Satan's kingdom will
be destroyed, and everlasting righteous-
ness and peace will be brought in upon
the face of the whole earth.

Joseph Smith knew what was com-
ing upon the nation of the United States,
and said, "If they will let me, I will
save the nation." They would not let
him, but treated him as a traitor. They
arrested him in Missouri for treason,
when he had not said a word with re-
gard to political affairs, but preached
the Gospel to his brethren. They put
him in Carthage Jail in Illinois, under
the same false allegation, and slew him
without a trial before his peers. At
this day, if they had the power, they
would show us that their malignity is
no less than it was in the days of

Joseph Smith, but they have not the
power to injure the kingdom of God and
the Lord's anointed. They do not make a
move on the national checkerboard with-
out my knowing their designs. They may
send men here, with their mouths sealed
as to their instructions, to dictate and
guide affairs in Utah as they would have
them, but all their deep laid plots will
vanish into thin air and their fondly an-
ticipated purposes will fail.

Our course is onward to build up
Zion, and the nation that has slain the
Prophet of God and cast out his people
will have to pay the debt. They will
be broken in pieces like a potter's ves-
sel; yea worse, they will be ground to
powder. "And whoever shall fall on this
stone shall be broken: but on whom-
soever it shall fall, it shall grind him
to powder." If there is a people within
the pales of this nation that is worthy
of the constitution, good laws and insti-
tutions of the American Government, it
is this people called Latter-day Saints.
It is the best earthly Government that
ever was framed by man, and the true
and righteous are alone worthy of it. It
cannot long be administered by wicked
hands. "When the wicked rule, the peo-
ple mourn."

My heart is filled with pain for the in-
habitants of the earth. We desire with
all our hearts to do them good. There
are scores of Elders beneath the sound
of my voice who have preached enough
to convert the world. I have myself
traveled many thousands of miles, car-
rying my valise and sustaining myself,
to preach the Gospel to this generation
and to bear testimony to the truth as I
do today. I take liberties here, in refer-
ring to the world and its vanities, that
I wish my brethren not to take. It is
our duty to pray for them and place
before them the holy principles of the
Gospel by precept, and in the acts of our
lives, rather than to hold prominently


