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We should all understand that that kind
of teaching that was true in the days
of the Apostles is true now. The Sav-
ior said, "My sheep hear my voice, and
I know them, and they follow me: and
I give unto them eternal life: and a
stranger they will not follow, but will flee
from him: for they know not the voice of
strangers." One of the Saints said, "Ye
have an unction within you, and have
no need that any teach you, except the
unction that is within you." If we know
how to follow the dictation of the Spirit
of God, then we shall have the light and
intelligence of Heaven continually. Then
we shall have that Spirit which will en-
able us to know for ourselves in regard to
correct principles, and strive to improve
in all things, and not be inclined to follow
a stranger. There is a kind of a certainty
in regard to our principles that has not
been found anywhere else. No people
upon the face of the earth are blessed
to the same extent as this people. It
is our privilege to have knowledge of all
doctrines and principles that are taught,
and if we do not have this knowledge we
are living below our privileges. It is said
in one of the revelations that the voice
of the people is the voice of God; this is
because they are taught alike, they are
taught correct principles and when they
are united, then their voice in regard to
any principle becomes the voice of God,
for it brings us into connection with him
and his Spirit. You remember what was
said in ancient times, by John the Apos-
tle: "And there are three that bear wit-
ness in earth, the Spirit, and the water,
and the blood: and these three agree in
one."—1st John, v. chap., 8th verse.

We are told in the same chapter
that there are three that bear record
in heaven. Now, if you will exam-
ine these things carefully you will find

something that is interesting. For in-
stance, one of the witnesses in heaven is
one that is a witness on the earth, even
the Spirit, and when we are in the pos-
session of this witness, having received
it by the laying on of hands, we have
a hope and a connection that reaches
within the veil. We have the principles
of eternal life made known unto us and
our children, and we are heirs of God
and of Jesus Christ our Lord. When this
Gospel found us we had forsaken God,
and the whole of the religious world had
broken off from the truth, and they had
formed another league, got in possession
of other hopes, of another spirit, hence
the feelings the servants of God have
when speaking of these things.

Our brethren are and have been too
guilty of dabbling with the wicked, in-
stead of feeling that they are Elders
of Israel, nobles of the earth and that
they are above those little, contracted,
narrowed-up influences. This is about
the kind of feeling that we ought to have.
What is there in the world that should
attract our attention? Their gold and sil-
ver and clothing are all well enough, but
have we not got them here? Yes, they
are all here, we are here, and all that we
have got to do is to pursue the even tenor
of our way as the Lord wants us, and in-
stead of being servants of the world, let
us be servants of God, and instead of be-
ing dictated by the world, let us be dic-
tated by the Lord and be under the influ-
ence of the Spirit of God, having that in-
telligence, power, and wisdom in our pos-
session that is necessary for us to have as
Saints of the living God that we may be
harmless in the midst of a perverse gen-
eration, and that we as Elders of Israel
may demean ourselves aright, and pre-
serve ourselves humble and faithful in
the sight of Heaven. Let us ever be ready
to do anything that is required of us, that


