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an evil deed. "Man is born unto trouble,
as the sparks fly upward," and that in
consequence of sin's being in the world.

Brother G. D. Watt has exhorted us to
let truth be the standard to all our say-
ings and actions. While he was so fer-
vent for the truth I thought of the harlot
Rahab who, by faith, perished not with
them that believed not, when she had re-
ceived the spies with peace. It appears
that this ancient harlot told the king of
Jericho that the two spies went out of
the city when it was dark, about the time
of the shutting of the gate, while at the
same time she had hid them on the roof
of her house under some stalks of flax.
This is an instance where a slight de-
parture from the truth produced more
real good than a strict observance of the
facts in the case would have done, for by
screening the two spies from the custody
of the King of Jericho the harlot saved
herself and her father's house. We call
simple facts, truth; but the truth must be
held in righteousness. "Who is wise, and
he shall understand these things? pru-
dent, and he shall know them? for the
ways of the Lord are right, and the just
shall walk in them: but the transgres-
sors shall fall therein." It is more nat-
ural for a person to tell the truth than
to lie. All the works of God are founded
in truth, and that truth must be held in
righteousness.

You remember that a few weeks ago
the Elders of Israel were advised to prac-
tice what they preach, and not do a
thousand things they are glad the peo-
ple do not know. There are many acts
of some of the best of mankind that
they are thankful are not known in the
streets and in their families. I would
not be willing to say that this is the
case with all men, or that it is so in the
midst of this people, because the best
of this people do as well as they know

how, and live lives they need not be
ashamed of before God and the hosts of
heaven and hell. A great many wrongs
are committed more from mistake and
ignorance than design; and in judging of
wrongs done it is more just to judge ac-
cording to design than according to the
exterior appearance or the sight of the
eye.

It is much easier to live the life of
a Saint than to live the life of a sin-
ner. There is more real good obtained
and more real profit gained in being hon-
est and in telling the truth as it is, than
in taking the opposite course. If you
are selling an animal and it is a lit-
tle faulty, deceive not the purchaser to
get from him more than the animal is
worth, but reveal its faults and ailings,
and deal upon upright principles. I will
explain this by relating a circumstance.
When I was quite young, a man by the
name of Hezekiah Wales, a great horse
jockey, traded upon this principle. He
had a horse that seemed to be the em-
bodiment of every wrong way. A trav-
eler rode up on a worn-out animal and
must have that very horse, and would
exchange in the trade the one he was
riding. Mr. Wales wanted five dollars
and the worn-out horse for his animal.
The traveler thought this was rather too
much, and asked Mr. Wales what his
horse was good for: "Will he work in har-
ness?" "No." "Is he a good riding horse?"
"No." "Can he do anything at all?" "Yes;
if he has a mind to." "Is he worth any-
thing?" "No, not a cent." The traveler
could not be beat off, and made the ex-
change. This circumstance also illus-
trates a leading trait in the character of
man, he will not be turned aside from
his purpose, if it is within his power
to accomplish it. Should he undertake
to travel to the south, east, west, or
north, a recital of all the dangers that
lie in his path will not turn him from his


