INSTRUCTIONS ON PRIESTHOOD, ETC.

I think the great majority are improving,
and it should be our determination to re-
duce those things to practice that are for
our benefit and salvation.

When we came here we resolved to do
this, and let us now carry it into practice
in our daily lives. Let us consult the gen-
eral welfare, and do what we do for the
benefit of the kingdom of God. We can
shut out the blessings of the Almighty by
our own acts, by our strife for power and
influence. But this is no way to gain per-
manent influence, and as we have seen
today, and during this Conference, by the
instruction that has been given, we are
the individuals who shut out the influ-
ence of the Holy Ghost and the blessings
which we might otherwise enjoy.

My advice is to have no contentions
about who holds the most authority, for
if you contend about your Bishops and
Presidents, the first thing you know is
that you have no President at all, and
instead of going ahead (it is as brother
George A. Smith said) you have to come
down to a wheelbarrow arrangement. I
do not like that kind of doctrine; it is
contracting instead of expanding. I want
to see Israel expand and become capable
of receiving those blessings which are in
store for the faithful.

We have to commence this work in
our own bosoms, for this spiritual war-
fare is like the temporal, which was so
beautifully illustrated by brother Hyde
yesterday. The first fruit he tasted in the
orchard he thought to be the best, but
it got better and better as he tried the
pipping and greening, and these princi-
ples are like the fruit trees in the or-
chard, they require digging about and
cultivating, in order that those princi-
ples may dwell in our bosoms continu-
ally for our social welfare. Let us la-
bor to eradicate the tares, the chaff, and
the miserable traditions which control
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our nature and acts to a great degree,
and let us see if we cannot get a little
of the Holy Ghost to dwell in our minds,
to enable us to live according to the prin-
ciples of our holy religion; let us strive
to expand and go ahead in doing those
things that are necessary to enable us
to progress in the way of intelligence, to
gain that knowledge of the truth which
is in readiness to be poured out upon us
from the Almighty.

Shall we spend our time like the
world, or shall we live and labor to build
up the kingdom of our God? Now all
you that freight for the Gentiles, that
go out on the road in the employ of the
Gentiles driving stage, or trading and
working at the beck of the Devil, to pro-
mote the Devil's kingdom; let me exhort
you to turn about and not continue to
mingle with the wicked. You had bet-
ter never see a dime in the world. Need
I say anything else when there is the
pride of Israel, of those who have en-
listed in the cause of King Emanuel en-
gaged in trading and doing the works of
the Devil, and thereby encouraging and
aiding in the building up of his king-
dom? Need I say a word against our
brethren going and engaging themselves
to do this when they so well understand
that it is not the Mission of the Latter-
day Saints to labor for anything but the
upbuilding of the Church and kingdom of
God? Here is the Mission of the Saints
to go and aid in the gathering of the
poor, to labor here for the building of
the Temple wherein we can officiate for
the dead and prepare to redeem Zion
and to build up the waste places thereof,
and to establish the principles of righ-
teousness and truth upon the earth. Let
our enemies learn their true position;
let them herd their own cattle, delve in
the earth for themselves, gather their
own straw, make their own mortar, build



