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are owing me hundreds of dollars, when,
if they had managed properly, there
would have been a large credit in their
favor. There is a class of men here who do
not know but what they will apostatize
by-and-by, and they do not wish anybody
in debt to them, nor do they wish to owe
anybody. You had better be about square,
the whole of you that wish to apostatize
and go off, for you cannot leave the coun-
try with your debts unpaid. The better
way is to keep in the faith, and pay your
debts. When some men are doing well
they will become anxious for a change,
and they want to raise stock, or possess
a farm in Weber or Cache Valley; they
go and stay year after year until they
are reduced to poverty in consequence of
their inexperience in that class of indus-
try, and by-and-by they come back de-
ploring their lack of sense in not know-
ing when they were well off. I have such
persons here to deal with, and I have to
keep along with my brethren at this slow
rate of progression, until we know how to
gather the heavens and the earth.

If there was impatience in heaven
they would be impatient with the sloth-
fulness of the Latter-day Saints. The
heavens are waiting to be gracious, and
are ready to shed forth all the bless-
ings heaven and earth can bestow on the
Saints, as soon as we can receive them
and make use of them to the glory of God.
If we do not first learn the little things,
we cannot learn the greater things. "He
that is faithful in that which is least is
faithful also in much: and he that is un-
just in the least is unjust also in much.
If therefore ye have not been faithful in
the unrighteous mammon, who will com-
mit to your trust the true riches? And if
you have not been faithful in that which
is another man's, who shall give you that
which is your own?"

Every moment of human life should

be devoted to doing good somewhere and
in some way. We are all dependent upon
a Being greater than ourselves, and we
owe our talent, time, and every pulse of
our nature to the Supreme of the Uni-
verse. We have nothing of our own,
and ought to devote ourselves to useful-
ness; we ought to learn to be economical,
which, coupled with industry, will make
us wealthy. And while we are handling
the things of this world, let us not ne-
glect to become rich in faith, in humil-
ity, and to learn the ways of God, and
be constantly and actively devoted to his
service and the building up of his king-
dom upon the earth, or the riches of this
world will do us no good.

I heard it said to a young lad, "I will
give you a dollar and a half a day and
board you." After a little reflection the
young lad said, "If you will pay me three
dollars a day, I think I will work for you a
spell." The principle of the thing flashed
before me, like a flash of light, that such
a course would be ruinous to this people.
I could see, under such circumstances,
that the lad could not live here two years
before he would not know how to secure
himself a pair of pantaloons; he might
receive great wages, and yet be in the
depths of poverty; he might be paid more
than he earned, and still be needy. "I
am getting three dollars a-day," says a
brother. What next? He must have as
fine a pair of boots as any man wears in
this community, and he will have them.
When I was a boy a young man in our
neighborhood went into a hat shop to buy
a five dollar beaver. He said to Mr. Mer-
rill. "Have you any five dollar hats?" "No,
but I have some very nice three dollar
hats." The young gent did not want such
a hat; he would not wear such a hat,
but said, "I want a five dollar hat." "Can
you make me a five dollar hat?" "Yes."
"When shall I call for it ?" "In two weeks."


