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in this community that have constantly
with them the Spirit of Zion. Visit
them when you will, and you find them
dwelling in peace; a heavenly influence
constantly broods over them and over ev-
erything they possess. But are they per-
fect? No. It would not do for them to be
perfect because we have still to associate
more or less with that which is evil.

We have all the material we need to
build up Zion, and I wish the Spirit of
Zion to extend from heart to heart, and
from house to house. This good work
must commence in each person; there
must be instituted a watchful care over
the passions to bring them under control,
that an angry feeling may not arise, that
an evil passion may not gain the mastery
to the overthrow of wisdom and good,
sound judgment, until the power of the
enemy that is sown within us is entirely
subdued to the will of Christ, for the pur-
pose of the enemy of all righteousness is
to destroy the human family, and make
them what they were not intended to be.

I do not wish you to carry away a
wrong impression of our true situation
before the heavens relative to perfection.
For you to be perfect, in one sense of the
word, is to be prepared to inherit eternal
glory in the presence of the Father and
the Son. Should any mortal attain to this
state of perfection, he could not longer
remain among his fellow mortals. I do
not want you so very perfect, but I am
anxious that we should commence the
growth of Zion in ourselves, and when we
do this, we shall cease to willingly hold
fellowship with that which is evil. But so
long as we willingly hold fellowship with
that which tends to death and destruc-
tion, we cannot progress as we should in
the work of perfection in ourselves, nor
in building up and beautifying Zion.

The work of building up Zion is in
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every sense a practical work; it is not
a mere theory. A theoretical religion
amounts to very little real good or ad-
vantage to any person. To possess an in-
heritance in Zion or in Jerusalem only
in theory—only in imagination—would
be the same as having no inheritance
at all. It is necessary to get a deed
of it, to make an inheritance, practical,
substantial and profitable. Then let us
not rest contented with a mere theoreti-
cal religion, but let it be practical, self-
purifying, and self-sustaining, keeping
the love of God within us, walking by ev-
ery precept, by every law, and by every
word that is given to lead us to truth, to
God, and to life eternal.

I have Zion in my view constantly.
We are not going to wait for angels, or
for Enoch and his company to come and
build up Zion, but we are going to build
it. We will raise our wheat, build our
houses, fence our farms, plant our vine-
yards and orchards, and produce every-
thing that will make our bodies comfort-
able and happy, and in this manner we
intend to build up Zion on the earth and
purify it and cleanse it from all pollu-
tions. Let there be an hallowed influence
go from us over all things over which we
have any power; over the soil we culti-
vate, over the houses we build, and over
everything we possess; and if we cease
to hold fellowship with that which is cor-
rupt and establish the Zion of God in our
hearts, in our own houses, in our cities,
and throughout our country, we shall ul-
timately overcome the earth, for we are
the lords of the earth; and, instead of
thorns and thistles, every useful plant
that is good for the food of man and to
beautify and adorn will spring from its
bosom.

We have certain laws to observe in
order to obtain wheat. We do not sow
wheat on a bare rock, for we have
learned by experience that it will not
grow there. We do not sow onion



