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Those who are capable of contemplat-
ing upon and realizing the relationship
of mankind to the Heavens, the object
of their existence here, the common sal-
vation that is provided for all who have
lived, now live, and will live upon the
earth, and the power that is given to
each person to preserve his identity to
an endless duration, must be aware that
there is a great deal to be said and done
by those to whom are committed the
Priesthood of the Son of God and the
management of his work upon the earth
in the last days.

It is written, "Thy watchman shall
lift up the voice; with the voice to-
gether shall they sing: for they shall
see eye to eye, when the Lord shall
bring again Zion." Again, "Whereas thou
hast been forsaken and hated, so that
no man went through thee, I will make
thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many
generations." Again, "For, behold, I say
unto you that Zion shall flourish, and
the glory of the Lord shall be upon
her; And she shall be an ensign unto
the people, and there shall come unto
her out of every nation under heaven."
And, again, "Zion shall flourish upon
the hills and rejoice upon the moun-
tains, and shall be assembled together
unto the place which I have appointed,”
&c. We talk and read about Zion, we
contemplate upon it, and in our imag-
inations we reach forth to grasp some-
thing that is transcendent in heavenly

beauty, excellency, and glory. But while
contemplating the future greatness of
Zion, do we realize that we are the pio-
neers of that future greatness and glory?
Do we realize that if we enjoy a Zion
in time or in eternity, we must make it
for ourselves? That all who have a Zion
in the eternities of the gods organized,
framed, consolidated, and perfected it
themselves, and consequently are enti-
tled to enjoy it.

Were we to send a hundred families
of Saints into a valley not yet inhab-
ited, being acquainted with its climate,
soil, and general capabilities for pro-
ductiveness, in the vision of our minds
we could see in the future comfortable
and commodious houses for the people to
dwell in, buildings for religious worship
and education; temples, tabernacles, and
academies; also houses for amusement
and State purposes, barns, and stables,
yards, for the accommodation of animals,
well-fenced farms, granaries filled with
grain, orchards and gardens, wine, fruit,
meat, silk, woolen, and cotton fabrics,
and the people clothed and beautified
with the productions of the works of their
own hands, and entirely sustained by
their industry and the blessings of God
through their righteousness. The Lord
brings forth all those temporal blessings
precisely in the same way in which he
will build up Zion. He will build our
houses, tabernacles, and temples, make
our farms, raise our wheat, meat, and



