GOVERNMENT OF THE TONGUE, ETC.

“when I would do good, evil is present
with me.” There is a number of people in
this Church, who, when they would cor-
rect their lives, and conclude to perform
the greatest good in their power, do that
which brings disgrace upon them—the
very thing they did not want to do. This
weakness we should struggle bravely to
overcome. We hold them in full fellowship
in the Church of Christ because they de-
sign in their hearts to do right, but do not
at all times manage to perform it. All men
are not equally afflicted with these weak-
nesses. We have Bishops, Presidents, men
of standing and experience in the kingdom
of God, who, according to my judgment,
do very wrong in many instances, but they
may be blinded through selfishness.

I will here refer to a principle that has
not been named by me for years. With the
introduction of the Priesthood upon the
earth was also introduced the sealing or-
dinance, that the chain of the Priesthood
from Adam to the latest generation might
be united in one unbroken continuance. It
is the same power and the same keys that
Elijah held, and was to exercise in the last
days. “Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the Lord: And he
shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the hearts of the children
to their fathers, lest I come and smite the
earth with a curse.” By this power men will
be sealed to men back to Adam, complet-
ing and making perfect the chain of the
Priesthood from his day to the winding up
scene. I have known men that I positively
think would fellowship the Devil, if he
would agree to be sealed to them. “Oh, be
sealed to me, brother; I care not what you
do, you may lie and steal, or anything else,
I can put up with all your meanness, if
you will only be sealed to me.” Now
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this is not so much weakness as it is self-
ishness. It is a great and glorious doctrine,
but the reason I have not preached it in the
midst of this people, is, I could not do it
without turning so many of them to the
Devil. Some would go to hell for the sake
of getting the Devil sealed to them.

I have had visions and revelations in-
structing me how to organize this people
so that they can live like the family of heav-
en, but I cannot do it while so much self-
ishness and wickedness reign in the Elders
of Israel. Many would make of the great-
est blessings a curse to them, as they do
now the plurality of wives—the abuse of
that principle will send thousands to hell.
There are many great and glorious privile-
ges for the people, which they are not pre-
pared to receive. How long it will be before
they are prepared to enjoy the blessings
God has in store for them, I know not—it
has not been revealed to me. I know the
Lord wants to pour blessings upon this
people, but were he to do so in their pres-
ent ignorance, they would not know what
to do with them. They can receive only a
very little and that must be administered to
them with great care.

A portion of this community will not
improve, will not plant out a fruit tree nor a
shade tree, expecting to be driven from their
homes. Such neglect of duty is the very way
to bring the power of the Devil upon us. Let
every man go to with his might and build
a good house for his family to live in, and
make them comfortable and happy, and
gather around them an abundance of the
blessings and comforts of life, and do it by
the power of God and the Spirit of the Holy
One, in all diligence and faithfulness, and
let us preach the Gospel, send the Elders to
gather the poor and the meek of the earth,
each one doing all the time all he can to
accumulate means to accelerate this great
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