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sessed more of the disposition to exer-
cise and bring into use the knowledge
and power to do good with which the
Almighty has endowed them, but owing
to their lack of diligence, and command
over themselves they let the Adversary
get power over them, and that thwarts
him in his purposes which he would oth-
erwise accomplish. The Lord himself
cannot accomplish as much with a people
who are slow to comprehend, who do not
resist the powers of darkness and who
do not overcome the power of the Evil
One, but permit Satan to rule predom-
inant in their bosoms and throw obsta-
cles in their way, as he could and would
with a people who not only being will-
ing and obedient but who exhibit a dis-
position to govern and control their evil
propensities, subdue and eradicate them
from their bosoms, and give free scope
and power to the intelligence, light, and
knowledge with which they are so gra-
ciously endowed.

Well, then, we see that here is a labor
that we can perform ourselves, if we will
be careful and look into our own bosoms
and eradicate therefrom the evil influ-
ences which we permit to come in there
and darken our own counsel and minds,
and be a clog in the way of the kingdom
instead of helping it along.

In all measures which need our help,
we should strive to see the utility of
them, if possible as soon as those that
have set about to do the work, and let our
faith be to go about the labor required of
us; let us go about it unitedly, with one
heart and one voice. Then, cannot we ac-

complish things as the Lord wants? Yes,
we can, and then we shall soon see the
kingdoms of this world tremble and fall
to pieces. There are some portions of this
community, I am aware, that feel right
about the temporal progress of this king-
dom.

I am speaking of these matters that
you, my brethren and sisters, may lend
a helping hand and let the kingdom in-
crease, that we may all see the work
of our God roll forth and increase with
greater power and magnitude. Our
President desires it, and so does the
Almighty, and he will bestow his bless-
ings upon his people and cause them to
prosper exceedingly.

I presume there is no person living,
who, if it had been possible twelve years
ago to have looked forward to this time,
and seen the vast increase of this mighty
work and its magnitude, but would have
considered it the most glorious scenery
that could be exhibited to their view. No
person could have imagined it, unless
the Lord had shown it to him by opening
the vision of his mind to see it.

We have truly attained to great bless-
ings, still greater are before us, and
we can rejoice more abundantly in the
faith as we witness the development and
progress of the great work in which we
are engaged. We see great and impor-
tant events before us, and duties to per-
form that are of great importance. Let
us take hold with a will and with our
whole heart, that we may progress more
abundantly than we have hitherto done,
which is my prayer and exhortation in
the name of Jesus. Amen.


