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I am now looking upon the best peo-
ple on the earth, that we have any
knowledge of. There is not another com-
munity that presents the same amount
of honesty, purity of heart and life, and
integrity to God and to one another; yet
much can be said upon our weaknesses,
shortsightedness, and proneness to wan-
der from right and do evil. I do not know
that I should do right in giving full vent
to some of my views and feelings con-
cerning this people.

While conversing with some brethren
the other day upon the conduct of this
people as viewed by the intelligence of
Heaven, I said, that it was a wonder
to me that God had not long ago de-
stroyed us all. His mercy and long-
suffering are truly marvelous. Again,
when I realize the object of our creation,
the day of our trial we are now pass-
ing through, the weaknesses the Lord
has ordained to come upon the children
of men, and the steps to be taken for
the exaltation of the human family my
heart is filled with gratitude to God, it
exults in his great beneficence. I glo-
rify his name that he has spoken from
the heavens, and noticed us mortals. I
am exceedingly rejoiced that we have the
privilege of living in the day when the
Lord has spoken to the children of men,
and revealed the Priesthood and placed
it upon men, giving them the privilege
of attaining to glory, immortality, and
eternal lives. In the midst of our great

weaknesses and manifold failings, we
have abundant cause for exceeding great
joy in the Gospel of our salvation. Are
these great weaknesses to be found in
the birds of the air, in the fishes of
the sea, or in the beasts of the field?
No. The animal, vegetable, and mineral
kingdoms abide the law of their Creator;
the whole earth and all things pertaining
to it, except man, abide the law of their
creation.

I now see before me beings who are
in the image of those heavenly person-
ages who are enthroned in glory and
crowned with eternal lives, in the very
image of those beings who organized the
earth and its fulness, and who consti-
tute the Godhead—still here is the evil,
and we are the ones who are account-
able; for we are the "lords of creation."
We hold in subjection the creation; we
avail ourselves of the great truths found
in the arts and sciences, we navigate
the seas, we survey the land, we con-
vey intelligence with lightning speed, we
harness steam and make it our servant,
we tame the animals and make them
do our drudgery and administer to our
wants in many ways, yet man alone
is not tamed—he is not subject to his
Great Creator. Our ignorant animals
are faithful to us, and will do our bid-
ding as long as they have any strength;
yet man who is the offspring of the
Gods, will not become subject to the most
reasonable and self-exalting principles.


