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the appearance of these two great
Prophets.

Such is the feeling that has been
manifested by this generation ever since
the commencement of this great work
with which we are associated; the Saints
of God, the work of God, the revelations
of Jesus Christ and the holy Priesthood
have been misrepresented, lied about
and slandered. God's people have been
persecuted, robbed, plundered, mobbed,
and driven, the Prophets and Apostles
have been imprisoned and put to death
under false pretenses, by irresponsible,
ruthless gangs of ruffians. We have
never been in any place, as yet, from
the commencement of this work to the
present time, but that feeling and spirit
have prevailed against us. It commenced
against Joseph Smith when he first re-
ceived the plates, and continued in Ohio,
in Missouri, in Illinois, and in the var-
ious cities, towns, counties, and states
that we have occupied. It is a feeling
that is opposed to the Word of God, to
the Spirit of truth, and to the kingdom of
God upon the earth. A great many men
have not known by what spirit or feel-
ing they have been actuated; neither do
they now know. When they array them-
selves against the Saints of God, they are
actuated by a foul, wicked spirit. By-
and-by they will be arrayed against each
other, and not knowing the revelations of
God, the destruction will be terrible. One
of the old Prophets said when speaking
of the wicked, that they know nothing
but what they know naturally, as brute
beasts which are made to be taken and
destroyed.

Do you think that this state of things
would have been in existence at the
present time in the United States, if
they had been under the direction of
the Saints and servants of the Most
High? If they had been under the
rule and dictation of a Prophet, gov-
erned by the principle of light and

intelligence, as he receives it from
heaven; does it appear to you they would
have been in the present lamentable con-
dition? No, with the light of Heaven,
this could not possibly have been. But
as things at the present stand, they have
no inspiration, no revelation from God,
no Prophet's voice to point out the path
of safety (at least there is none they
will listen to), and consequently they are
led captive by the Devil, and are in a
great measure controlled by him. This
is truly a lamentable position, but the
picture is not overdrawn. Do we rejoice
over them? No, we do not; we have fre-
quently offered to them the principles
of life; we had much rather they would
have drunk of the waters of life, and been
in a different condition, but at the same
time we would a great deal prefer to
have them use their armies upon them-
selves than upon us. They are all very
loyal; they profess to be very patriotic,
and they all believe they are fighting for
their own, and they pray to the God of
battles to give them success; and it is
quite common to hear them boast, "We
will regulate matters in a short time."
But who is this God of battles? Why,
the Devil, the prince and power of the
air, who rules in the hearts of the chil-
dren of disobedience; he is the god they
risk their cause with, and it is for him
to handle them as he sees fit. What
shall we do in the midst of these things
that are now transpiring? Why, lean
upon the Lord our God, purify ourselves,
look back "to the pit from whence we
were dug, and to the rock from whence
we were hewn." A short time ago we
were in the bonds of iniquity and the
gall of bitterness. Let us also look at
our position as Elders in Israel, clothed
with the power of the holy Priesthood, as
men who hold the ministry of reconcili-
ation, and who have been selected and
chosen by the Great Eloheim to warn


