THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL.

but could not come at it for want of a call,
for want of a Priesthood, which is with-
out beginning of days, and men holding
the authority of Heaven; yes, we may
have to do for them what they have not
had the privilege of doing for themselves.

Well, what is the provision? Why did
I not just name to you, that this eternal
Priesthood is without beginning of days
or end of life, after the order of the Son of
God? Do you suppose that when a man
passes beyond the veil, he is any less a
Priest? If angels, or men by the spirit
of prophecy, have laid their hands upon
him and ordained him to an office in the
Priesthood of the Son of God, and have
given him a call in the name of the Lord
to give salvation to others, do you sup-
pose that by passing the veil he becomes
unordained?

What did Jesus say to the Jews? Says
he, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob, is the God you profess to worship;
but says he, I want you to understand
that he is not the God of the dead, for
what glory would there be in that? But,
says he, "He is the God of the living." He
was speaking to the children of Abraham
who were dead, as much as to say that
Abraham was living then.

Well, then, when a man holding the
eternal Priesthood passes the veil, he
still holds his authority, and his heart is
full of affection and love towards God's
creatures, and he is clothed with the
power of God, and he is his Prophet,
Apostle, and Elder. It is impossible to
keep a man silent who is filled with the
testimony of Jesus. I would as soon un-
dertake to shut up fire in dry shavings,
as to shut up in that man's heart the
good news, for he has his Mission, which
is to preach the Gospel to those that were
and are in darkness.

The good old fathers and moth-
ers who had not the privileges and
blessings of the Gospel, for instance,
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go to deliver your message to them, that
they may come to the light of truth, and
be saved.

The Apostle, when addressing the
Saints, says, "But ye have obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine which
was delivered to you. Being then made
free from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness."—Romans vi, 17 and 18.

There was the freedom of obedience
to that form of doctrine delivered to
them. Obedience to that form of doctrine
made them free, but it did not prevent
them from acting as men in a temporal
point of view.

The Apostle also speaks of passing
from death unto life, because they loved
the brethren. Passing the veil does not
alter a man; it certainly takes him from
the eyes of flesh, but the capacity, the
intelligence, the thinking powers, are
all alive and quick; and if they hear
the Gospel, they will be glad, and the
promises are made to them, and they
will rejoice in them.

Let a man pass the veil with the ev-
erlasting Priesthood, having magnified it
to the day of his death, and you cannot
get it off him; it will remain with him in
the world of spirits; and when he wakes
up in that world among the spirits, he
has that power and that obligation on
him, that if he can find a person wor-
thy of salvation, why, as soon as he as-
certains that, and he remembers what
he may teach and who he may teach, he
then discovers that he has got a Mission,
and that Mission is to those souls who
had not the privilege which we have in
this world, that they may be partakers
of the Gospel as well as we.

And herein, when fully carried out,
are the keys of the "baptism for the
dead," and the salvation of those not
on the earth, a subject into which I
need not now enter, although it is
among the first principles of salvation



