THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL.

they must give up, but the Protestants
are very tenacious, and will stick to their
creed often in spite of reason. I pre-
sume they are like all men in reference to
tenacity, they would stick to their oath,
that, if possible, they might gain con-
verts to their faith.

The question is often asked, are there
any honest people among this sect and
the other party; I tell you there are hon-
est men in every sect of religionists, and
if you try to classify men you will have a
difficult job, for you will find honest men
in this class and the other, and, in fact,
among all classes and sects of men.

You need not suppose that honesty
depends upon our traditions, or upon
where a man was born; but there are
honest people in every community, and
in every sect under heaven, and there
are those that hate the truth, and that
would not aid in the spread of light and
truth, nor lend their influence to any ser-
vant of God under the heavens.

Well, now, I love a man without re-
gard to his country, or where he was
brought up, without reference to color
or nation; I love a man that loves the
truth, and I do not blame any man under
heaven for having been born and brought
up in any particular town, city, or nation.
You might as well blame a man for be-
ing brought up under certain traditions
in countries where they have not had the
opportunity of discoursing with others,
no discussions, no free press, where they
never could know anything else but tra-
dition through life.

You might as well blame them for
their country as for their traditions. Cir-
cumstances might come round, and so
order the course of a man's mind and
his mission as to give him a new chan-
nel of thought, and prevent his making
any distinction, as it was with the Apos-
tle Peter.

There are whole nations, and gen-
erations of them that have lived
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and died with the same knowledge right
before their eyes, and that without the
opportunity of thinking of any other de-
grees of knowledge. Well, what did
Peter do with regard to those he was
called to visit and preach to? When he
preached the Gospel under the instruc-
tions of arisen Jesus, when he under-
took to preach the Gospel, repentance,
baptism, and the laying on of hands for
the gifts of the Holy Ghost, he said the
promise is to you, meaning that present
generation; and he thought a little more,
and then said it is to your children,
meaning the next generation; and finally
his heart enlarged a little further by
the Holy Ghost that was in him, and
he uttered his dictation—to all that are
afar off; and then he happened to think
that they might count those that had
been brought up in some other country,
with different traditions, and he limited
a little—and said to as many as the Lord
our God shall call.

Although the mind of Peter was liable
to be too contracted he knew one thing,
viz.—that the Lord their God was in the
habit of communicating with the people,
and he understood that he always would
be, for he knew that God lived, and he
also knew that the Lord Jesus Christ
was alive for he had seen and talked with
him, and had handled him, and he had
seen him ascend up on high; and he had
heard him testify that he had all power
given him in heaven and in earth, and he
knew that he would have power to send
the Gospel to every creature for he had
the keys to send the Gospel wherever he
pleased, to all tribes, nations, and lan-
guages in worlds without end, therefore
when he made the promise he only lim-
ited it, or gave it a certain jurisdiction,
recollecting where it belonged.

The promise he gave of the Holy
Ghost was to all that are afar off, to
those whom the Lord our God shall



