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you seen the Mormon? No, was the reply,
have you? Yes, said the man, I saw one
and heard him preach, and he said, "the
Lord hath called the weak things of this
world to confound the wise and mighty,
and by mighty I thought so." It was but a
little while till the only argument used
against this doctrine was mobocracy, a
row at the meeting, a coat of tar and
feathers, a shower of mud or the lighted
torch.

The man that exerts his power, his in-
fluence and understanding to guide Zion
at home, to develop our resources, to
shape, bend, and make useful the ele-
ments and facilities which lie dormant
in these surrounding hills, has to pos-
sess superior wisdom, a greater degree
of knowledge; and the Holy Spirit influ-
ences the leaders of this Church, those
that are called to act as Trustees, or in
any other department of the home affairs
of Zion. It is required of us to seek wis-
dom out of the best books, that a foun-
dation may be laid and all things prop-
erly prepared for the great future, that
our institutions may be rendered perma-
nent and self-sustaining, that all things
may be properly carried on, according to
the mind and will of Heaven. It is in
this respect that the leaders of the peo-
ple called Latter-day Saints have shown
themselves to be the wise men upon the
earth, and it is in this respect, too, that
a large portion of the people have failed
to see the grandeur and magnificence of
the Counsels of the First Presidency, but
have suffered themselves to remain in
ignorance and stupidity.

I presume now that in speaking at
the present time, I am addressing a
considerable portion of those brethren
who have been called on to strengthen
the stakes of Zion on the southern bor-
ders of our Territory. The Twelve be-
ing called to act a part in organiz-
ing this Mission, has caused me to

fall in company with a considerable num-
ber of those brethren who are counseled
to go south and raise cotton, and I can re-
alize to a great extent the feelings which
exist in some of their breasts. A man who
has come into this Valley to make Zion
his home, has gone to work and by un-
tiring industry has surrounded himself
with comforts, and probably with wealth
and an abundance of this world's goods;
he can proclaim himself an Elder in Is-
rael who is ready for anything. Such
a man would go into the mountains to
hedge up the way of our enemies, go
abroad and preach the Gospel, and in
fact he will find himself constantly called
to assist in establishing Zion.

The word of the Presidency is,
brethren, it is necessary to strengthen
the southern border of our thriving Ter-
ritory, and this is for the general good
of all. Now you go down south and
raise cotton and you will be blessed more
than you ever have been heretofore, and
know that in doing this you are doing
your part to build up Zion. But some
do not feel so. Why, I have seen faces
look as long as a sectarian parson's face,
comparatively speaking; I have seen dis-
eases appear in men that had hereto-
fore been considered healthy, and that
too as soon at they heard they were
wanted to perform any unpleasant mis-
sion. I have sometimes argued the case,
and tried to persuade them, in regard
to this mission that it would do them
good. Oh, but they will reply I have al-
ways been sick in a warm country. Well,
I have told them, we can, in the cot-
ton country, in a few hours riding, give
you any climate from the torrid to the
frigid zone. But this is not the difficulty.
This cotton mission rouses up covetous
feelings, for it must be remembered that
the prospects for a large farm are not
very good there. We can make more


