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those whose right it is to teach? Teach
them to read; and if you can persuade
them to be attentive, it will not take
them long to acquire a knowledge of our
language. If you can possibly afford it,
feed them and keep them from perishing
with hunger. Just as long as they have to
hunt in the mountains and canyons for
food, and to eat snails, snakes, and crick-
ets, in order to keep themselves alive—I
say, so long as they have to do this, you
cannot make them think of God. They
will think of their hunting, and of procur-
ing something to prevent starvation; for
they must procure something to subsist
upon, even if it is by stealing. Then if
you want them to learn knowledge, and
to acquire it in the best way, and with
the least expense to yourselves, feed and
clothe them, and then instruct them; and
if you can get their minds bent down to
study our language, it will be but a very
short time before they will read as well
as the best of us. Get them so that they
can read the record of their forefathers—
the Book of Mormon, and they will soon
learn what God intends to do for them;
and then the Holy Spirit will be poured
out upon them, according to the intel-
ligence and capacities they have for re-
ceiving the light of truth. In this way
they may soon be fitted and prepared for
a greater amount of knowledge, and re-
ceive the eternal Priesthood upon their
heads, and then they will go forth to the
surrounding nations, tongues, and tribes
of their own people, and bring them to a
knowledge of the truth. And this is the
place for us to work; and we have the
liberty and the means to first begin di-
rectly here at home; and when we have
instructed and taught those directly in
our midst, not merely by our theories,
but by our precepts and examples, then
will be the time to go and convert those

in South America and in the distant re-
gions of our continent. But if we can-
not convert those whom we have around
us, and persuade them to hearken to the
Priesthood, it is but very little use to go
to others at a greater distance; for here is
the place. God has not sent us as a peo-
ple to dwell in the southern extremities
of South America; but he has caused us
to be located here; and hence here is the
place where he intends us to work. We
are called upon to begin here in the city
of Provo, on the lands that these Laman-
ites call their own, and where they have
chosen their homes. You may say in
your hearts that "it would be so much
labor and trouble—it would cost us so
much of our time and means to con-
vert those around us, that we have not
courage to perform the great undertak-
ing." But what were we sent here for?
The Lord has caused us to come here for
this very purpose—that we might accom-
plish the redemption of these suffering,
degraded Israelites, as predicted in the
sacred records of their forefathers, and
this is what we are told by our President;
and therefore we can have no excuse, for
our duty has been plainly told us. This
work is of the greatest importance of any
work of the present day. I believe with
all my heart, as expressed by our Presi-
dent, that this people will be our shield
in days to come; and I believe that if we
lose this shield by our carelessness, or
by settling down at ease in Zion, it will
be woe to us that call ourselves Latter-
day Saints. Yes, it will be woe to us if
we do not accomplish this work that is
given us to do. Do you not know that they
will be the principal actors in some of the
grand events of times to come? What
says the Book of Mormon in relation to
the building up of the New Jerusalem on
this continent—one of the most splendid


