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walk where we ought not to walk, but
we shall be devoted to the building up
of the kingdom of our God. If our eyes
were opened to see things as they are,
we should live and act as men of God.
When my mind is quickened by the Holy
Spirit to comprehend the things of God,
I feel very thankful for the light and
intelligence bestowed upon me by the
Almighty. I feel satisfied that our Pres-
ident and leader would not be inspired
to reprove and correct us as a people, as
he is often moved upon to do, if we were
living to our privileges. We should not be
exhorted to turn from the course that we
are in to some other, if we were all doing
just right. But I can say truly, brethren
and sisters, that we are a blessed people;
yes, we are blessed above all other peo-
ple upon the earth. We have the king-
dom of God here with us; we live in
a dispensation and generation in which
the kingdom has been built up, and it
will be permanently established, never
more to be thrown down. In this dis-
pensation the Lord has anointed men
to preach the Gospel to every creature.
In every other dispensation the pow-
ers of darkness have in a great mea-
sure overcome the kingdom of God, or,
in other words, have had dominion—
so much so that the kingdom could not
live but a little while. It could not
grow and spread itself upon the earth;
and finally that power which was act-
ing through the agency of the children
of men, even the holy priesthood, was
taken home to God, and it has remained
there from generation to generation, and
the world have been without these bless-
ings for many hundreds of years. This
has been the difficulty ever since the cre-
ation of the world. Even when Christ
came and established the Gospel upon
the earth, it was here but a little season
before the Devil, the archenemy of the

kingdom of God, overcame those who
held the Priesthood, so that the Priest-
hood and authority of the kingdom was
taken from the earth, and the Church
went into the wilderness, leaving the
people without any inspired men to say,
This is the way, walk ye in it. From that
time until the introduction of the ful-
ness of the Gospel by the Prophet Joseph
Smith in our own day and age of the
world, there has been no Peter or Philip
or any other man to teach the people the
way of life and salvation; but they have
had to live by the best laws of morality
which they knew. Hence the division and
contention that has existed in the sectar-
ian world.

But we have had the privilege of liv-
ing in the dispensation in which the Lord
has promised that he would establish his
kingdom, and perfect it ready for the ap-
pearance of the Great Bridegroom.

This is the privilege that we en-
joy as Latter-day Saints. When the
time had come, according to the de-
cree of the Almighty, an angel visited
the earth and committed the Priest-
hood to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cow-
dery, and gave them instructions and
a promise that they should be inspired
to lay it before the people. We have
embraced this Gospel, and the Spirit of
God enlightens our minds, so that we
comprehend, by the inspiration of the
Almighty, those principles that are nec-
essary for our present and eternal sal-
vation; and by receiving the principles
of life in our minds, we were led to
come to the Valleys of the Mountains.
We can all now comprehend that this
is the Church and kingdom of our God
that he has established, to remain for-
ever. Therefore, instead of being given
up to those evil principles and practices
that reign in the hearts of the children


