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solve to leave the country in disgust.
Still they were perfectly independent of
any assistance, and they were only leav-
ing the country, they said, because they
were so oppressed. Notwithstanding
they had risen from poverty and degra-
dation to comparative affluence, wealth,
and independence, so that they could
leave the country, into which they were
brought by the Poor Fund, with plenty of
mules, horses, wagons, carriages, cows,
and many of them with money, yet they
say that such oppression they could not
endure!

I heard a missionary who came into
this Territory by way of California say
that on his way he met some seven fami-
lies. They were apostates, of course, and
each one went to work to tell him what
they had apostatized for. They gave de-
tails of the causes and the reasons they
had for apostatizing from the Church.
Finally, the brother turned to one of the
company who had not been talking at
all, and said to him, What did you leave
for? He replied very candidly—"I have
been trying to think, and I have come
to the conclusion that I was treated too
well. When I first entered the Valley, I
saw Elder Kimball, and he gave me a
house to live in, rent free. He supplied
me wood to burn. He said he would em-
ploy me. When I wanted to work, he
told me to make myself comfortable un-
til I had rested, and then he would em-
ploy me. I went to work, but was discon-
tented. I went to work; but, not being
satisfied, I considered the matter over
and concluded that I was treated far too
well." Now, I consider that man a pretty
honest apostate, and I rather think that
he will come back again to the Church.

I have heard men say that the rea-
son why they apostatized was because
they were not well treated. Now, I
have often thought, when I have been

reflecting that this was the work of the
Lord—the only means of exaltation, that
the loss of such individuals would be felt
vastly more by themselves than by any-
body else. What a gratification it would
be for such persons, when they lift up
their eyes in hell, being in torment, to
think that they might have been in a
better place, if they had only been well
treated! What a comfort, what a consola-
tion, what a balm, especially to one who
is lost forever! To overcome such temp-
tations was not an impossibility. But
so far as we are concerned, whether our
brethren treat us well or not, if we keep
the commandments of God, keep our-
selves in the path of rectitude, and our
feet do not slip, if we pursue a straight-
forward course, if our raiment is clean,
though we encounter many difficulties in
getting along while in this life, yet we
may trust in the Lord our God, who will
exalt the faithful. If we set out in the
work of the Lord for time and all eter-
nity, we set out for everlasting increase,
for a salvation among the blessed, and
for an eternal exaltation. If the prin-
ciples of life are worth anything, they
are worth everything that man can pos-
sibly sacrifice or suffer to attain to the
reward that is promised. I remember,
when in Kirtland, having heard Jared
Carter say that he had sacrificed every-
thing that ever would be required of him.
He said, I have sacrificed all my prop-
erty once, but I will never do it again.
Where is that man? He is numbered
in the long catalogue of apostates. If
a man should sacrifice all that he has,
and then say "I will do no more," it is
equal to saying I will stop serving the
Lord. A man who intends to attain to
eternal glory must be constantly awake
to the discharge of his duty. He must
not suffer his lust for gold, his thirst
for wealth, or his desire for gain to fill


