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Valley and at Chicken Creek prevent the
necessity of camping out between the
cities of Nephi and Fillmore. This will
be a great convenience to travelers.

Our country is a very extraordinary
one, indeed; and if the Lord should see
fit to send rain to prevent or do away
with the necessity of irrigation, it is ca-
pable of sustaining a dense population;
but as it is, the people are obliged to
live in cities located above the fields, in
order to secure to themselves pure wa-
ter, and then go out and farm a patch
of land with much labor and toil in the
shape of ploughing, digging, irrigating,
and weeding; and must so continue un-
til the springs are made to rise up in the
deserts, or the vapors descend from the
clouds to aid in the better cultivation of
the soil.

When I was at Washington, in the
year 1856, I was asked by Senator Dou-
glas if I did not think that, if skill-
ful farmers were out in Utah, the land
might not be made to produce abun-
dantly without irrigation. That showed
me how ignorant Congressmen were at
Washington in regard to this country.
When the Lord sees proper to break
down the barriers that exist and cause
the rain to descend upon the land, he
can do it; but until then, he has very
wisely provided that we shall take the
streams in the mountains to irrigate
the soil. If the mountains were cov-
ered with beautiful timber, and plenty
of grain could be raised without irriga-
tion, there is no doubt but our enemies
would overrun us, or at least make us a
great deal of trouble; but as it is, we in-
herit the chambers of the mountains: the
rocks are our protection, and the oases
of the desert our homes. Here we learn
the arts of cultivation and of building;
we learn to irrigate the land; we also,
in many respects, prepare ourselves for
a day when we shall go to the place

that has been appointed for the building
up of the city of Zion and for the building
of the house which shall be a great and
glorious temple, on which the glory of the
Lord shall rest—a temple that will excel
all others in magnificence that have ever
been built upon the earth. Who is there
that is prepared for this movement back
to the Center Stake of Zion, and where
are the architects amongst us that are
qualified to erect this temple and the city
that will surround it? We have to learn
a great many things, in my opinion, be-
fore we are prepared to return to that
holy land; we have to learn to practice
the principles that we have been taught;
we have to study to fill up every hour of
our time in industrial pursuits and the
acquisition of knowledge, and by econ-
omy and patience prepare ourselves as
good and skillful workmen, as builders
in the great building which our Father
has prepared. And let me remind you
that it is predicted that this generation
shall not pass away till a temple shall be
built, and the glory of the Lord rest upon
it, according to the promises.

There is nothing in this country that
is very prepossessing or encouraging to
strangers, and especially to those who
come with a bad spirit. When a man
loses the spirit of his religion, he wants
to leave the country. In a moment he sees
it is a hard country—a miserable, bar-
ren, Godforsaken country. I have known
many men come in here poor, and even
destitute of the necessaries of life, in a
situation to need help in order to en-
able them not merely to stay here, but
to get food sufficient to sustain life. In
three or four years, these individuals
would, by industry and good luck, be-
come measurably wealthy; they would
become dissatisfied, all at once discover
that "Mormonism" was a hoax, and re-


