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said that it was not a belt nor a garter,
but simply a mere strip—a mere string
west of the Mississippi River. That
shows how little a Congressman in Mr.
Jefferson's time knew of the valley of the
Mississippi. Such is the feeling in rela-
tion to the limited extent of arable land
in the southern part of our Territory. The
field of operation for the production of a
supply of cotton is within our reach.

Many of us choose to use tobacco, and
we could save $60,000 from going out
of the Territory every year, if we would
raise these articles within ourselves.

I am well known as one who is in fa-
vor of letting this article of tobacco alone.
It is said that many suffered more from
the want of it than they did for bread in
the time of famine. If we must have it,
I am in favor of laying plans to produce
it within ourselves, seeing that the Lord
has given us the climate.

Now the production of cotton in
Washington County is no longer a matter
of uncertainty. It can be produced; and
as men enter into the business they will
gradually learn how to manage it. Expe-
rience shows that as we plant the seed,
year after year, it becomes naturalized to
the climate, and we raise a better article
and more of it every year. This may also
be said of grain in this Territory, wheat
and corn in particular.

Many settlements have arisen within
the last few years that are now in a
flourishing condition. I visited one, De-
seret City, on the Sevier, where they
are raising an abundance of wheat and
other grain. We organized a Branch of
one hundred and twelve members, and a
good feeling appears to exist there. The
soil is of the best quality, and there is
a prospect of its being one of the gra-
naries of the mountains. There is a
spirit of waking up among the people,
at the present time, to their own in-

terests and welfare in regard to home
productions. During the last two or three
years, while there has been such a vast
influx of merchandise, the goods in mar-
ket being easily obtained, that has had
a tendency to cause the people to ne-
glect home productions; and they have
exerted their ingenuity to procure means
to buy what they needed, instead of pro-
ducing it. This feeling is now dying away
to some extent, and we find the people
busily at work to produce those things
which they need for their own use, and
they do not feel to depend any longer
upon a foreign market.

Brethren and sisters, the work that
is before us requires our undivided exer-
tions and our best economy and industry.
And when we undertake to do a work,
we should do it with an eye single to the
glory of God and a determined zeal to do
his will—to live in accordance with his
ordinances.

In taking up the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants, and looking at the com-
mandments and promises given through
Joseph Smith, I am led to rejoice. With
some there has evidently been a doubt
of their fulfillment; and the idea that
there was a possibility of the Saints,
ever going to live in Jackson County!
Why, say some, it is full of Missouri-
ans, many of them possessing the most
hostile feelings, which they have nour-
ished for years past. The driving of
the Saints from their homes by the
people of Missouri and the great pros-
perity that has attended this people
have excited a kind of apprehension
that, at some time or other, the "Mor-
mons" would take a notion to go back
to root them out of their homes. Fear
occasionally takes hold of them, but
still there is that same deadly hatred
among them towards us which they pos-
sessed; and in consequence of that, many
have considered that it would be im-


