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The winter after the pioneers arrived
here, in 1847, a committee was ap-
pointed to examine this valley and to
ascertain how much land could be ir-
rigated. After a careful examination,
they reported eight hundred acres was
all that could be cultivated, for want of
water; and the result is, as many thou-
sands are now cultivated. You might in-
quire into the condition of other valleys,
and you would be invariably told that the
whole country was a barren desert. This
was the case with Spanish Fork and var-
ious other places that are now the most
fertile. The Lord has opened our eyes,
that we can see and understand the na-
ture of the facilities that surround us,
that we can produce the finest of grain,
and make ourselves happy.

In the earliest days of the Church
the Elders were sent forth with a report
that those who were in the Eastern lands
should flee to the West, and we contin-
ued to flee from the Eastern lands to-
wards the mountains, and we have con-
tinued to do so; and at the present time
we, above all other people upon the face
of the earth, have cause to rejoice. While
turmoil, discontent, and bloodshed are
increasing upon the earth, we are at
peace. We present the spectacle of a peo-
ple inhabiting a country flourishing as a
reward for our industry.

The principles of the everlasting
Gospel being established in the minds of
the people, and the people being united,
there is no power in existence that is able
to interfere with or mar the community.

It has been my privilege for the last
six weeks to spend my time in travel-
ing and preaching in the southern settle-
ments, in company with Elder Joseph A.
Young. Now, I remember the time when
all the Saints in Kirtland could have
assembled in one of those little school-

houses that I have been preaching in
of late, and they would not have been
crowded either.

During our absence we have traveled
eight hundred and fifty miles, that is,
going south and north, visiting all the
settlements south of Sanpete. We have
attended some forty-three meetings. To
accomplish this, we had to make long
days, traveling eighteen hours in a day,
in consequence of deep snow; and we
have tasted of the variety of temperature
with which the Lord has blessed Utah,
from the frigid to the torrid zone.

On our return up the Rim of the
Basin, from the settlements of the Rio
Virgin and Santa Clara, we appreciated
the change more than we did in going
down. The brethren are in good spir-
its, with few exceptions. There were a
few places where we had to stay and set-
tle some difficulties. They expressed a
willingness to do right, and they were
very glad to see us; and, although in mid-
winter, they would crowd together; and,
in fact, they appeared to enjoy our visit
more than if they had known we were
coming.

It is generally understood that all na-
tions are desirous of getting under their
control both a northern and a southern
climate. This is desirable in all nations.
We found that the brethren in Washing-
ton County had again raised, last year,
a good quality of cotton, which would be
highly creditable in any other country.
We have also soil and climate that will
produce tobacco as fine as is grown in
Virginia: it only needs to be cultivated.

Now, were we to take a man from
the broad prairies of Missouri or Illi-
nois and show him the narrow flats
of the Rio Virgin, he would be apt
to describe it as a certain member of
Congress described the Louisiana pur-
chase made by Mr. Jefferson. He


