
40 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

to get rid of each other, reflect that
you have made your choice, and strive
to honor and keep it. Do not man-
ifest that you have acted unwisely,
and say that you have made a bad
choice, nor let anybody know that

you think you have. You made your
choice; stick to it, and strive to comfort
and assist each other.

There are other things that I would
like to speak about, but I will now stop
speaking. God bless you! Amen.
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The brethren and sisters may think
that it is no trouble for me to speak. It is
not any trouble for me to speak the truth,
but I feel quite feeble in body, and hence
not much like speaking.

We are all very apt to speak of what
we have heard, and I am happy to say
this morning that what has been said to
us is strictly true, so far as I have under-
standing. Now, supposing that one man
has light and knowledge that will cir-
cumscribe certain arts and sciences, and
another only possessing one-third the in-
formation that he does, can this other
one be of the same service to the people
as he can who has more understanding?
The Elders that will undertake to judge
President Young and his Counselors, the
Twelve Apostles, and all those men that
the Lord our God has given to guide his
people, they will stumble. You may go
and read the revelation, for you cannot
know the importance of this except you
have the spirit of revelation within you.

I can tell you, my brethren and sis-
ters, that it is the little things that lead
to great ones in the kingdom of God.
You know the old proverb says that it
is the little foxes that spoil the vines.
It takes but very little to injure the
fibers and the small roots of a tree, and
you all know by your own experience
that small branches are necessary to the

perfection of a tree; so also are small
members necessary for the complete or-
ganization of the kingdom of God.

If a Saint will corrupt himself with
the wickedness of the world, it is very
rare that correction and chastisement
will do such an one any good. We do not
call upon such persons to be watchmen
on the towers of Zion, but we call upon
those that are endowed with power, filled
with light and knowledge: upon such we
can depend. The spirit that is in the
Church and kingdom of God will reprove
and correct those that are out of the
way. There are a great many men who
profess to understand the things of the
kingdom of God. They are like George
W. Harris—he professed to understand
clocks and watches, but he did not un-
derstand anything about them; and if
a man took a watch to him to be cor-
rected, he would cut off about one-third
of the chain, and thus render the watch
comparatively useless. It is just so with
many of the Elders in this Church; they
profess to understand the order and gov-
ernment of God, when in reality they
have great need to be taught the first
principles of the doctrine of Christ.

What we have heard this morn-
ing is true, and I am now striving
to sustain those very ideas. When I
see the course that things are taking
in certain places, I feel surprised. I
can see men around me that have co-


