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they care about virtue? With compara-
tively few exceptions, no more than do
the devils in hell. Most of the officers
who have been sent here would have de-
filed every bed in this Territory, had they
have had the power. Tell about this doc-
trine's being obnoxious to their delicate
feelings! Yes, it is, in one sense. It keeps
them at bay; it is hell to them; it is burn-
ing them up; and I say they may burn up,
and they will.

Elders of Israel, have you entered
into the doctrine that has been revealed,
through passion? If you have, you will
find that that course will take that which
you seem to have, and the Lord will
say—"Let this man, that man, or the
other man go, for he has acted on pas-
sion, and not on principle. Take that
which he seems to have, and give it to
him that has been faithful with the five,
the two, the three, or the one talent."
That is the way it will be, by-and-by.

Sisters, do not ask whether you can
make yourselves happy, but whether you
can do your husband's will, if he is a
good man. Teach your children; for you
are their guardians, to act as father and
mother to them until they are out of
your care. The teachings and examples
of our mothers have formed, to a great
extent, our characters and directed our
lives. This is their right, when they act
by the power of the Priesthood, to direct
the child until it is of a proper age, and
then hand it over to the husband and
father, and into the hands of God, with
such faith and such love of virtue and
truth, and with such love of God and its
parents, that that child can never sup-
pose that it is out of the hand and from
under the control of the parent. Do not
call it "mine." Let your maxim be, "This
is not mine," whether you have one child
or a dozen. "It is not mine, but the
Lord has seen fit to let me bear the souls

of the children of men. It is from my
Father and God, and I will do my duty
and hand it over to him," and have that
faith that the child can never wring it-
self out of the hands of a good father
and mother—can never stray away—no,
never. That is the privilege of mothers. It
is you who guide the affections and feel-
ings of the child. It is the mothers, af-
ter all, that rule the nations of the earth.
They form, dictate, and direct the minds
of statesmen, and the feelings, course,
life, notions, and sentiments of the great
and the small, of kings, rulers, gover-
nors, and of the people in general.

Now, mothers, act upon principle, and
see whether you can do anything to pro-
mote happiness in your families; see
whether you can guide the minds of your
children, teach them their letters, &c. I
thought to speak upon the last-named
point, but I will omit it. You can, at least,
teach your children faith, and pay atten-
tion to knitting their stockings, making
their clothing, &c.; see that the chick-
ens are taken care of, that the milk is
cleanly milked from the cow, and that
the children are made comfortable. And
if your husband is here or there, do not
fret yourselves, whether he leaves you or
not. If he is a good man, he can take
care of himself, and will safely return to
you again. The mother that takes this
course will be a happy mother—a happy
woman. But where you find women jeal-
ous of each other, and "I am watching my
husband," I would ask, Where are your
children? They are nearly all the time
in the mud, or in some mischief. And
what are you doing, mother? You are
"watching that man." "Who is he?" "He
is my husband." I used to tell the sisters
in Nauvoo that they did not care where
their children were, if they could only
keep in sight of their husbands.


