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vate the earth, beautify and adorn it
with trees and shrubs and plants that
never die. Let us preserve and sus-
tain, and make ourselves independent
both for clothing and for food, and also
for herds and flocks; and we will be
free, and our enemies will not trouble
us much more. I am a witness to what
the nation has done to the people of
the Saints for thirty years past. They
have killed some of the best men that
ever lived, and the whole nation sanc-
tioned it, thinking they had got rid of
the worst men that ever were upon the
earth. I know this to be true. They
now look upon President Young as they
looked upon Joseph Smith as one of

the greatest curses that could come upon
the earth. They have driven us, robbed
and plundered us; and when we sought
for redress, they said our cause was just,
but they could do nothing for us. Let a
man come into my house or into yours,
and serve us as the United States have
served this people, and would there not
be a scrambling? We would soon decide
whether the cause was just or not. I can
do it in a family capacity; but Territories
and States have not got as much govern-
ing power as a man ought to have in his
family. I do not wish to say any more at
this time. Amen.
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We have got through presenting the
various Quorums comprising the author-
ities of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. It has seemed to
be a little difficult to get some of the
names right, and also to get them in
their proper places; but we have now got
them straight, and I believe there has
been a unanimous feeling to sustain all
those officers presented in their respec-
tive positions.

The question very naturally occurs
to me, Would there be the same una-
nimity of feeling in sustaining the same
number of officers anywhere else in
the world? I do not think there
would. In fact, I know there would

not. There is a principle of union with
us: at least, in outside show we are
united; and in our actions, to a certain
extent, far more so than any other peo-
ple; for other communities cannot even
be persuaded to vote alike. If there
are those among us that feel a little
crossways, thinking that some other way
might be better; yet there is so much
of the feeling to the contrary that the
opposition is readily brought to acqui-
esce in the popular vote, whether they
really feel so or not; but they generally
feel like it. But still there is a lesson
that we have been learning that none
of us are perfect in. Our judgment is
not perfect; and as we are not perfect in



