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ings are, and thereby let darkness creep
into our minds and cover up the little
light that is in us. We should remem-
ber that our religion is designed to re-
deem a lost world from sin, from the
bondage of iniquity, and also from the
rule and thralldom of Satan, which have
enveloped it for generations, and cov-
ered it, as it were, with a thick pall, and
well nigh desolated the earth. It is de-
signed now to restore it to and place it in
the light, to fill it with intelligence and
sanctify it through the truth. Our re-
ligion teaches us to draw wisdom from
the fountain of wisdom, and to extend
it to the minds of others; it opens up to
its adherents every privilege which the
heart of a righteous man can desire, and
it leads on the faithful to glory and honor
in worlds of light.

But what is the reverse? What is the
other side of the picture? It is confusion,
distress of communities, division in fam-
ilies, distress of nations, a fearful looking
forward into the future because of the
judgments of the Almighty, which they
apprehend are near at their doors. Have
they any desire to do any better? No.
But the wicked are striving to see how
they can get more advantages over their
neighbor, and thus do worse and serve
the Devil better, and almost with rail-
road speed, that they may see wicked-
ness predominate throughout the length
and breadth of the land. The conduct of
the wicked leads to darkness and misery
in the present as well as in the future.

How thankful, then, we should be
that this Gospel and the light of rev-
elation have reached our minds, and
caused our bosoms to vibrate with
the inspirations of the Holy Spirit.
The welcome sound and accompany-
ing power have plucked us as brands
from the burning, Then do you not
feel thankful that we have this blessed
privilege, and that we had under-
standing enough left with us when

this Gospel reached our ears to embrace
it? It has been the privilege of the world
to do the same; our contemporaries in
all nations have the opportunity of be-
coming acquainted with its blessings.
The light of this Gospel has been shed
forth, more or less, among all nations of
the globe; thousands and millions have
heard it, but many only to reject it, be-
cause of the pride of life and the lust
of the world. Friends and relatives who
have dared to differ in opinion with their
connections, and to join themselves to
an unpopular people, have found that it
has cost them their name in society, their
character among their fellows, their for-
tune, and all they possessed. This view
having been taken of it by many who
have examined its principles, has caused
them to reject it.

It is the privilege of the people of this
nation, as much so as it has been ours,
to receive the benefits of this Gospel: it
is also the privilege of our Government
to do good to this people; but it is left
with them to act according to the dictates
of their own consciences. It is not only
their privilege, but it is their duty to fos-
ter this kingdom; and it was one of the
main objects of the Government in lay-
ing the whole structure thereof, that it
should afford succor and support to the
kingdom of God. It was the wish of the
Almighty that the principles of liberty
and of righteousness should underlie the
flag of the Union and the institutions
that flow from that Government. "Who
could dare to question the rights of con-
science?" was a question often asked in
revolutionary times. How has the Gov-
ernment of our country performed that
important duty towards this people? We
only need refer to our past history to an-
swer this question. It ignored the privi-
lege that we claimed, and refused to do
its duty. That neglect on the part of our


