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TESTIMONY AND RELIGION OF THE SAINTS.

REMARKS BY ELDER EZRA T. BENSON, MADE IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT SALT LAKE
CITY, APRIL 6, 1861.

REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.

I feel truly thankful, brethren and
sisters, for the opportunity I enjoy this
morning. I trust that we have come to-
gether with prayerful hearts before the
Lord our God, that his Spirit may be
upon us, and that our prayers and all our
devotions during this Conference may
be acceptable in his sight. If I under-
stand my duty as an Elder in Israel, this
should be my object and my desire, not
only in coming to Conference meetings,
but also in all my associations with the
people of God. I feel well in beholding
your faces and in having the privilege
which I now enjoy of standing before you.
I feel that it is a blessed opportunity, and
one that should be appreciated by us all.
We have the privilege twice in each year
of coming up to headquarters to visit the
First Presidency and leading authorities
of the Church in G. S. L. City; and inas-
much as we have come with pure hearts
and clean hands, we shall all have confi-
dence before God and his people who re-
side here. Our anticipations will be real-
ized. We shall receive such instructions
and counsels from our brethren who are
called to preside over us as will be for our
best good.

I do not feel competent to teach
this people; hence I merely rise to
bear my testimony to the truth of the
Gospel of the Son of God. I testify
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of
the Most High, that he was a minister
of life to the nations, that he revealed

the will of the Father concerning his sons
and daughters, that many of the revela-
tions which he gave concerning this na-
tion have already been fulfilled, and that
others are being fulfilled before our eyes.
I know that he revealed the future des-
tinies of the nations of the earth, and
his predictions are being fulfilled to the
joy and satisfaction of every Latter-day
Saint, and there is no doubt upon our
minds in regard to those that are still un-
fulfilled. Then what shall I do? Shall I
cease to bear any further testimony? Or
shall I continue to aver the truth of the
Gospel we have espoused, and the teach-
ings we have received from Presidents
Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, and
Daniel H. Wells? Yes; these counsels and
teachings have been just as good, just as
true as the counsels given by the Prophet
Joseph Smith.

I now want to ask you a question.
What more do you want? What greater
things can you ask for than those gifts
and endowments which you have re-
ceived? If we have rejected, or treated
coolly and walked underfoot the bless-
ings of the Almighty, remember that we
are on the Devil's ground.

While some are groveling in the
dark, drying up in the things of
God, and striving to lead into other
channels, and doing that which will
gratify their own corrupt disposi-
tions, we should be endeavoring to



