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I wish to present to the people a say-
ing of Solomon's—"Open rebuke is bet-
ter than secret love. Faithful are the
wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an
enemy are deceitful." I want to say a few
words upon the principle contained in
this scripture. It is a matter that con-
cerns all people, and is one of the most
delicate points in the dispositions of the
human family. The inhabitants of the
earth are sensitive—their feelings are
acute. Infringe upon their judgment, in-
terrupt their tastes, and you disturb the
equilibrium of the whole system. To re-
ceive a rebuke, to be chastised, to be in-
terrupted in our course, is not pleasant
to our feelings. Though we may have ten
thousand wrongs that we understand,
you know perfectly well that we do not
like to have anyone tell us of them. It is
one of the worst whirlpools, I may say,
for the inhabitants of the earth to get
into, and leads directly to destruction—
casting down thrones and kingdoms—
the very abhorrence we have to be re-
buked. No matter what the king does,
we as his subjects must say that the king
does right and cannot do wrong. That
you know very well to be the feelings
and teachings of the nations of the earth.
The king cannot do wrong, and of course
he is not to be rebuked. And when he
sends his princes, his ministers, his mes-
sengers, to perform duties for him, they
say to the people to whom they go—"The

king can do no wrong; his agents can do
no wrong." Observe, and you will now see
this trait among the nations of the earth.

Who are willing to acknowledge that
they are wrong? The feeling of the
inhabitants of the earth has been and
is—"I will receive no rebuke from you:
my judgment, my will, my discretion,
my wishes, my passions must reign
supreme." I do not much care what
Solomon did in his day—how many in-
dividuals he rebuked; but I wish the in-
habitants of the kingdom of God to learn,
when they are rebuked by a friend, to
receive that rebuke kindly, and kiss the
rod, and reverence the hand that ad-
ministers it—to learn that the rebuke
of a friend is for our good. This prin-
ciple is not practiced in other parts of
the earth, though I will confine this
remark to the civilized nations, more
than to the barbarous. In the world
the principle of rebuking is walked un-
der foot. No matter what the charac-
ter of a king is—no matter what the
character of a President is—no matter
what are the characters of rulers, gov-
ernors, and other officers—"They can do
no wrong," and they wish to have it so
understood. These are the feelings and
these the teachings and belief, and not
only the belief, but the practice. It is not
so in this kingdom; it must not be so;
it cannot be so; it has not been so; and
I presume many a man has gone out of


