CONFESSION OF FAULTS, ETC.

361

CONFESSION OF FAULTS, &C.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, MADE IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT SALT
LAKE CIiTY, MARCH 10, 1860.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

I wish to bring before your minds
what brother Hyde began to state in a
portion of his remarks, that he was sorry
to see certain conduct, and yet he does
see it; that if a person is overtaken in a
fault, he is very much inclined to hide it,
if he can. I think this trait to be very nat-
ural. Brother Hyde is sorry for the same
things that I am. If I have injured any
person, I ought to confess to that person
and make right what I did wrong. But
suppose that I have sinned against God,
and no being on earth but myself knows
anything about it, should I conceal that
sin, or reveal it to the public?

It is just as natural for us to dis-
semble as it is for us to breathe. This
is what brother Hyde had on his mind.
Where brethren, though they be in high
standing or low, are in fault and have in-
jured their brethren, they should make
full restitution. There are a few who will
frankly acknowledge their faults, though
only a few will do so. Is not this our
experience? It is mine. If I am faulty
towards my God, I will keep my faults
from the people as long as I can. Is
there any good reason for this? There
is. Were I to relate here to you my pri-
vate faults from day to day, it would not
only do you no good, but it would in-
jure you. If you were to relate your pri-
vate faults to one another, it would tend
to injure you; it would weaken and not

strengthen either the speaker or the
hearer, and would give the enemy more
power. Thus far, I would say, we are jus-
tified in what some call dissembling. I
will also say, so far as I am concerned,
that I pray the Lord Almighty to so pre-
serve me that you cannot find fault with
me righteously. Do you not desire the
same?

I have my weakness, and you have
yours; but if I am inclined to do that
which is wrong, I will not make my
wrong a means of leading others astray.
Many of the brethren chew tobacco, and
I have advised them to be modest about
it. Do not take out a whole plug of to-
bacco in meeting before the eyes of the
congregation, and cut off a long slice and
put it in your mouth, to the annoyance of
everybody around. Do not glory in this
disgraceful practice. If you must use to-
bacco, put a small portion in your mouth
when no person sees you, and be careful
that no one sees you chew it. I do not
charge you with sin. You have the "Word
of Wisdom." Read it. Some say, "Oh, as
I do in private, so I do in public, and I
am not ashamed of it." It is, at least, dis-
graceful to you to expose your absurdi-
ties. Some men will go into a clean and
beautifully furnished parlor with tobacco
in their mouths, and feel, "I ask no odds."
I would advise such men to be more mod-
est, and not spit upon the carpets and
furniture, but step to the door, and be



