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of driving us from our homes to this
place, which was then a wilderness; but
he never helped us. James Buchanan
never put forth his hands to aid this peo-
ple. Will he ever strive to restore this
people and make right that which he has
made wrong? I don't suppose he ever
will; but as the Lord God liveth, he will
have to pay the debt he has contracted
with this people. [A voice in the stand:
it will take him a great while to do it.] If
you wait for him, or for any of the wicked,
to take you back to Jackson County, Mis-
souri, you will have to wait some mil-
lions of years. And if we should wait for
the rotten-hearted kings and queens of
the wicked nations to gather us home,
we shall have to wait a long time. Pos-
sibly some of them may come and look
at the place, but they will never come
to stay and assist in building up Zion.
Many of them will yet drive the Saints
from their lands and homes, just as the
wicked have driven us from the United
States into these mountains of Deseret.

Then who is to gather the people of
God? You all say that we are to be-
come a kingdom of kings and priests—
of queens and priestesses; and the Bible
supports this doctrine. Now, the truth is,
you are the very kings and priests that
have got to gather the Saints, and your
wives have got to school them and nurse
them. I might put this in different lan-
guage, but this will answer the purpose
and convey to you the true meaning of
the text.

We are informed in the Bible that
in the last days the sons of God
shall be brought from afar, and his
daughters from the ends of the earth;
and also that the elect will be gath-
ered from the four quarters of the
globe. Now, this will most assuredly
be fulfilled, and this is the work
which you and I have got to perform.

How shall we bring them together? The
Scriptures say they shall come upon
swift beasts and dromedaries; and I will
add mules and oxen.

I tell you honestly that I do not be-
lieve that the corrupt kings and queens
of the earth will ever gather the Saints
of God; but still I acknowledge that they
cannot do anything but what will tend
to promote the interests of the kingdom
of God, any more than James Buchanan
could. Every step he took tended to pro-
mote this cause and give influence to this
people. That very Expedition has opened
your eyes so that you can see a great
deal farther than you could before, and
your perception will increase with your
experience. Now, brethren, if you could
see the thing just as it is, there is not
one of you but what would put forth your
means, your hands, and your minds like
men and like saviors upon Mount Zion.
It is as brother Joseph said—"If you have
the right spirit, you will be ready to lend
your ability towards the gathering of Is-
rael."

The Scriptures say that with what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured
to you again. Then let us all sow good
seeds. Let us strive to do good, learn
to be one, and to be firmly connected to
the Church and kingdom of God—every
member partaking of his attributes, and
of the spirit of those men who lead us.
By pursuing this course we shall be pros-
pered and blest in all things.

You need not wait for any of the kings
to gather Israel; you need not wait for
anybody else to perform the duties that
devolve upon you. We have got to gather
the people, and our wives and sisters will
become the nursing mothers, for they are
the queens spoken of in Scripture. If we
will all take this course, we shall be blest
of the Almighty; his Spirit will be with
us to impart joy and consolation contin-
ually.


