
348 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD IN THE LAST
DAYS—RETURN TO JACKSON COUNTY, &C.

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT HEBER C. KIMBALL, MADE IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT SALT

LAKE CITY, FEBRUARY 17, 1861.

REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.

You have all heard what has been
said by brother Joseph W. Young, and
you know it to be true, just as well as I
do. You also know that it is necessary for
us to observe and practice, in order that
we may become Saints. He has told us a
great many things, and they are all very
good.

If all the people would magnify their
callings and honor the positions for
which they were created, they would do
a great deal better than they do. This
is considered by some to be but a small
matter; but still there is a great deal con-
tained in the expression.

Man is an independent creature, as
you were told this forenoon; but every
man is accountable for his own acts. Ev-
ery debt you contract you have got to pay.
I shall never pay any of your debts, ex-
cept I order you to contract them. If you
will take counsel and do as you are told,
you never will contract any debts that
will affect you much. Every sin that I
commit while in this tabernacle of flesh
I have got to settle; and if any debt is
not settled while I am in the flesh, I shall
have to pay it hereafter. This will apply
to you as well as me, and therefore you
need not try to avoid it, for you will have
to meet all your accounts.

We are considered to be the sav-
iors of men; we are appointed to
save, and not to destroy. We are
gathered here in the mountains.

Some have gathered themselves by the
help of God, others have been gathered
by the Church funds. It is not every man
that has got the ability to manage his
own emigration, though he may have the
means; for some men are not capacitated
for that kind of business.

Perhaps you will now refer to the
Bible to prove that the time is to come
when the kings of the earth will gather
the Saints together, and when they will
bring the sons and daughters of God
from afar, and when they will protect
and sustain them—when the queens of
the earth will have them by their sides
and become nursing mothers unto them.
We shall not send queens from here to
the nations of the earth to teach the peo-
ple, but the people have got to be brought
here up to the heights of Zion; then the
kings and queens will instruct them and
nurse them, when we have them gath-
ered together.

Now, a great many suppose that this
applies to the kings and queens of the
various nations; but I can tell you that
the kings and queens of the Gentiles
will never gather the Saints. I want
to know how many of the Latter-day
Saints were gathered to these moun-
tains by king James Buchanan? [Presi-
dent B. Young: There were a few team-
sters came with the army.] How many
did Tom Benton gather? The most of
us: that is to say, he was the means


